
January 8, 1950 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Walks Into Path Of Train To End Life 
 

 Jeffersonville, Ind., Jan. 7—An elderly Borden man walked onto the Monon railroad 

tracks at the Clark County town and faced a northbound passenger train as it bore down and 

carried him to his death. 

 Coroner Edwin Coots returned a verdict of suicide in the death of Charles McKinley, 73, 

who lived alone in a small hut near the tracks. 

 

January 9, 1950 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

16 Monon Freight Cars Derailed 
 

 Crawfordsville, Ind., Jan. 9—Monon railroad crewman today repaired 400 feet of track 

torn up in the derailment of 16 Monon freight cars at Ladoga. 

 There were no injuries. 

 Trainmen said the accident yesterday apparently was caused by a broken wheel.  A rail 

section was thrown through the roof of the Frank Nichols home but they were unhurt. 

 Last May, 16 cars were derailed at the same spot. 

 

January 14, 1950 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Eight Hoosiers Killed In Auto Mishaps Friday (Excerpt) 

 

 Marion County recorded its first traffic fatality of 1950 as Robert Wayne Bray, 23, 

Danville, was killed in a crossing accident. 

 Bray‟s automobile was struck by a Monon railroad passenger train at the East 30
th

 street 

crossing.  He is survived by the widow, his mother and two brothers. 

 

January 26, 1950 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Killed By Train 
 

 Bedford, Ind., Jan. 26—William Beavers, 86 (or 56), of Mitchell, died in a hospital here 

last night an hour and a half after he was struck by a Monon railroad passenger train as he 

walked along a track in Mitchell. 

 



February 18, 1950 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

William York, 82, White County Native, Dies At Monon Home 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—William York, 82, of Monon, died Thursday afternoon at his home 

there.  He had been bedfast for the last two weeks. 

 Mr. York was born June 3, 1867, in White County the son of John B. and Amerlia York.  

He was employed with the Monon railroad for 55 years and had received his engineer‟s 40 year 

pin before his retirement in 1937. 

 The deceased was a member of the Presbyterian church, Bradford Masonic lodge No. 592 

and the Odd Fellows lodge No. 524 in Monon. 

 Mr. York, who was never married, is survived by a niece, Mrs. Ethel Papworth who 

resided with her uncle. 

 Friends may call at the Nickler Funeral Home in Monon where final rites will be 

conducted at 2 p.m. Sunday.  The Rev. George Myers, Presbyterian Pastor, will officiate and 

burial will be made in the Monon cemetery.  Graveside services will be under the auspices of the 

Masons. 

 

February 20, 1950 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Files Suit 
 

 Crown Point—The Monon railroad has filed a $53,834 collection suit against the Lake 

County commissioners for payment of the county‟s share of relocation highway construction at 

Cedar Lake.  The suit was filed two days after the commissioners refused to honor the railroad‟s 

claim for the work.  Earlier, the council had voted down a bond issue for the money. 

 

February 27, 1950 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

From the Monticello news section 
 

 Dr. D.L. Flora of Chalmers escaped injury when his car was struck at the Main Street 

Monon railroad crossing in Chalmers.  The car was demolished by the freight train, but he leaped 

from his car. 

 

March 2, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 

Truck Train Crash Fatal To Grocer 



 

 Bloomfield, Ind., March 1—Ralph Martindale, 43 years old, proprietor of a general store 

at Calvertville, eight miles north of Bloomfield, was killed instantly about 12:40 this afternoon 

when the truck he was driving was struck by a Monon Railroad passenger train north of Carmel 

 The Calvertville businessman is reported to have left his home this morning with a load 

of livestock to be taken to Indianapolis.  He was to obtain a load of feed at Carmel, 15 miles 

north of Indianapolis, and was apparently en route home when struck by the southbound train. 

 Meager reports of the accident said that parts of the truck loaded with oats, were carried 

one half mile down the railroad right-of-way.  Martindale is survived by the widow.  The body 

was taken to the Smith Funeral Home at Carmel. 

 

March 10, 1950 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Railroader Killed 
 

 Indianapolis, March 9—The mangled body of Charles H. Payne, 64, Monon railroad 

maintenance employee, was found on the tracks in the yards here last night.  Police said he had 

been hit by a locomotive. 

 

March 22, 1950 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Three Years‟ Illness Fatal To Monon Man 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—The body of William N. Sandiland, 71, who died Tuesday morning at a 

Logansport hospital after an illness of three years, was returned to the Nickler Funeral Home at 

Monon.  Final rites are pending. 

 A retired Monon railroad switchman, he was born in Brook, the son of Richard and Mary 

Sandiland.  He was a member of the Odd Fellows Lodge and the Brotherhood of Railway 

Trainman. 

 Surviving are his wife, Mae and a daughter, Mrs. Maxine Baker, Indianapolis. 

 

March 24, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 

Monon Will Try Out New Diesel Coach 
 

 Indianapolis, March 23—The Monon Railroad plans to try out for two weeks a new type 

of railway coach powered by two diesel engines built in the front end. 

 J.W. Barriger, Monon president, said today that beginning April 1 the coach will make 

two daily round trips between Bedford and Monon.  It will make stops at Bloomington, 

Greencastle, Crawfordsville and Lafayette. 



 At Monon it will make connections with trains operating between Chicago and 

Indianapolis. 

 

May 2, 1950 

 

Logansport Press 

 

From the Delphi news section 
 

 The Monon railroad, taking notice of the “fast time” situation, has altered its running 

schedule to fit the situation.  The change was scheduled for Sunday, April 30.  All times will 

remain Central Standard Time. 

 Under the new schedule, the northbound train in the morning will leave Indianapolis at 7 

a.m., arrive at Delphi at 8:38 o‟clock and arrive at Chicago at 11:05.  The evening train to 

Chicago will leave Indianapolis at 5:15 p.m., arrive in Delphi at 6:43 o‟clock and reach Chicago 

at 9:10 o‟clock. 

 Southbound, the morning train will leave Chicago at 8 a.m., reach Delphi at 10:28 and 

arrive in Indianapolis at 12:10.  The evening train in the same direction will leave Chicago at 

5:15 o‟clock, be in Delphi at 7:33 and in Indianapolis at 9:05. 

 The northbound train on the Louisville-Chicago line of the Monon will leave Lafayette at 

1:28 p.m. and the southbound at 1:28 p.m. and the southbound at 3:45 p.m. 

 

May 26, 1950 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Hold Rites In Monon For Enos S. Ellis 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Funeral rites for Enos Sylvester Ellis, who died Wednesday night at 

his home in Monon will be held Saturday at 3 p.m. DST in the Nickler Funeral Home there.  

Burial will be in the Monon cemetery.  Friends may call at the family residence. 

 A native of Pulaski county where he was born Dec. 11, 1866, he had lived in Monon 

most of his life.  For 35 years he was employed for the Monon railroad retiring in 1937. 

 Surviving are his wife, Ida; two sons, Homer of Lafayette; and Wilbur of Monon. 

 

June 29, 1950 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Three Drown In Kankakee 
 

 Shelby, Ind., June 29—Searchers resumed a hunt today for the body of Delmar F. 

Roadruck, 27, one of three persons drowned in the Kankakee river yesterday. 

 Roadruck, a section hand from Roselawn, Ind., fell into the river as he worked on a 

Monon railroad bridge near here.  State police and railroad workers were unable to find his body 

immediately.   



 The other drowning victims were David Rosenbaum, 12, and Jerry Grieger, 11, both of 

Kouts.  They ran off from Jerry‟s mother, Mrs. Clarence Grieger, while on a picnic and went 

swimming in the river near Kouts. 

 Searchers recovered their bodies in 12 feet of water. 

 

July 1, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 

Derailment Delays Monon Rail Traffic 
 

 Bedford, Ind., June 30—Traffic on the Monon Railroad was delayed four hours today by 

derailment of a freight car two miles north of Bedford. 

 Railroad officials said damage was not great but clearing the track was difficult.  The car, 

loaded with cracked stone, was towed to Bloomington for repairs. 

 

July 6, 1950 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Future Of Railroads (Editorial) 

 

 John W. Barriger, president of the Monon Railroad, optimistically thinks that the golden 

age of railroading lies ahead.  Most Americans will hope that he is right, for we need our 

railroads, but most will also be surprised, for there have been reasons to wonder of late years if 

the golden age of railroading did not lie behind, rather than ahead. 

 The promise of more powerful locomotives is the basis of Barriger‟s belief.  He foresees 

within the next decade locomotives of horsepower twice that of the largest rail giants of today.  

These would make possible faster schedules at lower operating costs, enabling the railroads to 

lure back some of the traffic lost to other methods of transportation.  The old-fashioned steam 

locomotive, with its great wheels and flashing driving rods, is seen as doomed; it is too costly to 

operate, and requires too much attention.  A standard steam locomotive is good for a run of only 

a few hours with a fast train, while a modern diesel and electric locomotives can haul a train 

from coast to coast without uncoupling. 

 Many of the economics and improvements foreseen with still bigger locomotives should 

already be within reach.  The diesels, the electrics and oil-burning steam turbines are here.  But 

still the fortunes of the railroads seem generally to decline.  Apparently the roads as a group have 

not been able to translate their gains in drafting power into enough service betterment and rate 

economy to meet the competition of trucks, busses, private cars and airplanes.  That competition 

is severe.  If doubled locomotive horsepower is the answer to the situation, then the sooner it is 

achieved the better.  Healthier railroad business would be good for all. 

 

July 13, 1950 

 

Syracuse Herald Journal 

 



Railroader Sees End Of Steam 
 

 Cleveland, Ohio—Coal-burning steam locomotives are on the way out and within five 

years there will be hardly any appreciable number still in service, according to John W. Barriger, 

president of the Monon Railroad. 

 “Then years hence, all the motive power will be 100 percent electrically driven,” said 

Barriger, whose railroad is the only one in the United States completely converted to Diesel 

Operation. 

 “After our conversion to diesel, the railroad jumped well into the black.  There is a 

substantial reduction of freight loss and damage claims,” he said. 

 “Smoother operation and increased use of new-type freight cars which keep loads in their 

proper places are also easing the traffic agent‟s headache,” he added. 

 Barriger predicted that within ten years the locomotives will be developing between 

10,000 and 12,000 horsepower.  Engines today manufacture about 6,000 horsepower. 

 Barriger said, “The „golden age‟ of railroading is just around the corner.  Much lost 

business will be recovered and serious traffic erosions will be stopped.” 

 

July 28, 1950 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Tax Gripe 
 

 Crown Point—County officials and disgruntled taxpayers are scratching their heads 

trying to figure out a law which says that Lake County must pay 65 percent of the cost of 

relocating a stretch of the Monon railroad tracks near Cedar Lake.  The county‟s share comes to 

$54,000.  The county attorney has advised that it be paid.  He said an appeal is useless.  The 

consensus is that the county should pay, but not before it is determined who is liable for the 

hazardous condition of the county highway which runs under the new underpass. 

 

September 2, 1950 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Four Persons Injured In Area Mishaps (Excerpt) 

 

 Charles Gabel, 55, of Monon, Ind., was reported as “fairly good” this morning by PMH 

(Porter Memorial Hospital) attendants.  He was injured late Friday afternoon when he reportedly 

fell from a moving Monon railroad freight train near LaCrosse in LaPorte County.  Gabel, a 

Monon railroad brakeman, suffered a severe arm injury but hospital attendants said that 

amputation apparently would not be necessary, as was originally feared. 

 

September 22, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 



Crawfordsville Hit 
 

 Crawfordsville, Ind., Sept. 21—A driving rain storm whipped Crawfordsville tonight 

downing power lines and breaking windows. 

 No injuries were reported but property damage was expected to run into thousands of 

dollars. 

 Windows were shattered by high winds which also tumbled trees and snapped wires.  A 

section of the Monon Railroad track was blocked by a fallen tree.  Culver Hospital operated 

under emergency lighting provided by the fire department.  Water was shut off for several hours. 

 At one point during the storm streets were under two feet of water. 

 The storm hit all of Montgomery County. 

 

October 21, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 

Obit 
 

 Midland, Ind., Oct. 20—Arthur L. Drake, 69 years old, retired Monon Railroad engineer, 

died at 4 o‟clock this afternoon at his home here.  He is survived by three sons, Lloyd Drake of 

Midland, William Drake of Clay City and Robert Drake of Hollywood, Cal., and two 

grandchildren.  The body was taken to the McClanahan Funeral Home at Jasonville and Saturday 

afternoon will be returned to the residence. 

 

November 8, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 

Train Kills Autoist 
 

 Noblesville, Ind., Nov. 7—Eighteen-year-old George Nees of Carmel was killed 

yesterday when his automobile was struck by a Monon Railroad train at the north edge of 

Carmel. 

 

November 13, 1950 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

E.F. “Dick” Thomson, Former Resident, Dies 
 

 Funeral services were held Monday afternoon for E.F. “Dick: Thomson, 64, of Lafayette, 

former Logansport resident and brother-in-law of Mrs. Blanche Hamilton.  Death occurred 

Saturday morning. 

 Mr. Thomson, superintendent of the Monon railroad of Lafayette, was born in 

Logansport and lived here until a young man, when he became a railroader.  He was the son of 



James and Belle Thomson, pioneer residents of this vicinity.  He was a member of the Masonic 

lodge of Lafayette. 

 Surviving besides Mrs. Hamilton are a daughter, Harriett Belle Scott, Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, and a son, Robert, North Carolina.  Burial was made at Lafayette. 

 

November 24, 1950 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Delphi Man Killed 
 

 Delphi, Ind., Nov. 24—Russell Hathaway, 23, Delphi, was killed and John Norman 

Jones, 21, Yeoman, injured today when their car hit a freight train at a Monon railroad crossing.  

State police said Jones, who was driving, did not see the train in time to stop on the ice covered 

streets.  They said his injuries were not believed serious. 

 

December 11, 1950 

 

Terre Haute Star 

 

Obit 
 

 Clay City, Dec. 10—William H. “Dick” Smith, 72 years old, a long time resident of Clay 

City, died at his residence at 11 o‟clock Saturday night.  He was a retired Monon Railroad 

Employee.  He is survived by the widow, Ethel; two sons, Harold of Terre Haute and Kenneth of 

Oblong, Ill; three daughters, Mrs. Gladys Richardson of Bloomington, Ill.; Mrs. Mildred 

Stephens of Plainfield, Ind.; Mrs. Gretchen Miller of Brazil; one brother, of Quincy, Ind.; one 

sister, Mrs. Minnie Groves, Jasonville, and eight grandchildren.  The body was removed to the 

McClanahan Funeral Home at Jasonville and returned to the residence Sunday noon.  Funeral 

services will be held at the First Brethren Church at 2 o‟clock Tuesday afternoon.  Burial will be 

in the Maple Grove Cemetery. 

 

December 31, 1950 

 

Cumberland Times 

 

Two Persons Injured When Train Hits Bus 
 

 Indianapolis, Dec. 30—An Indianapolis city bus was struck by a Monon Railroad train at 

the Sutherland Avenue crossing in the northeast part of the city tonight.  Police said first reports 

indicated no one was killed but two persons were injured. 

 

January 26, 1951 

 

Moberly Monitor Index 

 



Six Of Family Killed In Crash On Crossing 
 

 Noblesville, Ind., Jan. 26—Six members of one family were killed last night when their 

automobile and a Monon Railroad streamliner collided near Sheridan, Ind., about 30 miles north 

of Indianapolis. 

 The victims were Edmond Snow, 38; his wife, Jewell, 34, and their children, Robert, 15, 

Iris Joan, 11, Iva Jean, 9, and James Lee, 7. 

 The Monon‟s passenger train The Hoosier, and the family‟s 1940 model car collided at a 

street crossing and scattered wreckage and mangled bodies for 200 feet along the right of way. 

 The Snow family lived at Tipton, Ind. 

 All but Iris Joan were killed instantly.  The 11-year-old girl died in an ambulance on the 

way to an Indianapolis hospital. 

 The train was bound from Chicago to Indianapolis.  Autorities said Snow apparently 

failed to observe a bell warning signal. 

 The snows were believed to have been returning home from a church service in Sheridan. 

 

February 12, 1951 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Freight Train Derailed 
 

 Greencastle, Ind., Feb. 12—Workers cleared 100 yards of track today torn up when 28 

cars of a Monon railroad four miles north of here last night.  No one was hurt.  Service was 

rerouted through Indianapolis.  Railroad officials said perishables and liquor carried in the 

shipment were almost a total loss. 

 

May 3, 1951 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Monon Directors Meet In Bloomington 
 

 Bloomington, Ind., May 3—For the first time in history directors of the Monon railroad 

will hold an official meeting in Bloomington next Monday. 

 The board‟s regular May session will be held at Indiana University. 

 An invitation to hold the board meeting at the university was extended by George W. 

Henley, Bloomington attorney and a member of the Monon board, and President Herman B. 

Wells of the university. 

 

September 18, 1951 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Train Jumps Track Killing One And Injuring Five 
 



 Monon, Ind., Sept. 18—Monon railroad officials today investigated why a speeding 

passenger train failed to slow down before its engine jumped the tracks and chewed through a 

station, killing the engineer and seriously injuring five persons. 

 There was no immediate explanation of why the Monon‟s “Thoroughbred” cracked up 

yesterday.  But a line spokesman said veteran engineer H.H. Dickerson “for some unknown 

reason failed to reduce speed.” 

 Witnesses said the fast-moving train did not slow up as it approached a curve north of the 

station.  Passengers told newsmen that something appeared to be wrong with the train‟s air 

brakes, but there was no official confirmation of the report. 

 The 55-year old engineer from Lafayette, Ind., was crushed when the front of the 

Thoroughbred‟s first diesel unit caved in. 

 Only the two diesel units pulling the five-car train broke loose.  They struck two girls 

standing on the station platform and crushed their legs. 

 A woman sitting in the station waiting room was pinned against a wall, and a baggage 

room employee was trapped amidst falling timber. 

 The small frame station building was reduced to a “stack of piled lumber” by the 

charging diesels.  Its roof was carried away, the walls collapsed and chairs and benches were 

smashed to splinters. 

 The girls on the platform were identified as Joyce Denton, 17, and Alice Burlington, 19, 

both of Monon.  They were taken to St. Elizabeth‟s hospital at Lafayette along with the 16-year-

old baggage room worker, Mahlon Eberhard, whose leg was broken. 

 Mrs. Dale Chapman of Rensselaer, Ind., who was in the waiting room, was sent to her 

home.  Charles Henrott, 36, Lafayette, the Thoroughbred‟s fireman, went to St. Elizabeth‟s with 

serious injuries. 

 St. Elizabeth‟s hospital reported this morning that Miss Burlington‟s condition was 

critical.  One leg was amputated by surgeons last night.  It was crushed badly. 

 The Denton girl was in good condition and the Eberhard boy in fair. 

 All five coaches stayed on the tracks and no passengers were seriously injured. 

 The Thoroughbred is a local train making 15 stops between Chicago and Louisville, 

including Monon. 

 There were 70 passengers in the train‟s coaches.  Many of them were Purdue university 

students enroute to West Lafayette from their homes. 

 

September 25, 1951 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Inquiry Date Set In Monon Railroad Wreck 
 

 Monticello, Sept. 24—Formal inquiry into the cause of the Monon train wreck on 

September 17 will be held in the railroad office at Lafayette Tuesday, September 25. 

 In the accident, which demolished the Monon station, one person was killed and eight 

were injured. 

 

September 25, 1951 

 



Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Emory Franks, 68, Retired Engineer Dies At Home In Idaville 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Emory Edward Franks, 68, died Monday morning at 11:15 o‟clock at 

his home in Idaville of a heart attack. 

 He was the son of Oliver and Susan Hastings Franks, and was born in Idaville, Jan. 30, 

1883.  The family moved to Monticello when he was 12. 

 He went to Hammond as a young man and worked for the Monon railroad, retiring in 

1949 as an engineer.  He moved back to Idaville then.  He was a member of the B. of L.E. and 

the United Lutheran church in Hammond. 

 He was married to Bertha Mueller August 23, 1923.  She survives as do several nieces 

and nephews. 

 The body is at the Miller Funeral Home where friends may call Tuesday afternoon and 

evening.  Wednesday morning it will be taken to Hammond to the Clarence Huber Funeral Home 

where rites will be Thursday at 2 p.m. DST with the Rev. Renz in charge.  Burial will be in 

Hammond. 

 

September 27, 1951 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Speed Blamed For Monon Wreck 
 

 Lafayette, Ind., Sept. 26—Excessive speed was blamed by witnesses for a Monon train 

wreck in which one person was killed and six others injured Sept. 17. 

 R.R. Gavin, Monon general manager, said testimony given at a closed hearing here 

yesterday indicated the passenger train was traveling too fast when it left the tracks on a curve 

next to the station in Monon 32 miles north of Lafayette. 

 Three of the four diesel engines plowed into the railroad station, destroying it. 

 The engineer was killed and the fireman was injured critically.  He was not able to testify 

yesterday, and it was indicated another hearing will be held later when he can attend. 

 

November 16, 1951 

 

Hammond Times 

 

DePauw Meets Wabash 
 

 Greencastle—The Monon Bell classic, the oldest continuous football rivalry west of the 

Alleghenies, will hold the small-college football spotlight Saturday when the DePauw Tigers 

play host to the Little Giants of Wabash college in Blackstock Stadium.  Game time is 1:30. 

 The Tigers will enter the contest with a perfect record for the season, having won seven 

straight games by an average margin of 3.9 points.  Wabash also holds an undefeated record for 

the season but has a 26-26 tie with Butler on the books. 



 Coach Mike Snavely‟s Tigers are the underdogs for the 59
th

 game in the series, which 

began in 1890.  Wabash has a victory edge of 28-25 games, and there have been five ties. 

 Last week the Little Giants downed Hanover‟s Hoosier Conference championship team 

42-6 while DePauw was defeating Lake Forest 20-13.  The Tigers won over Hanover 14-7 in 

their season opener this year. 

 Symbol of the traditional rivalry is the Monon Bell, now in the hands of the Wabash as a 

result of their 34-20 victory over DePauw last season. 

 The 300-pound bronze bell was presented to the two schools by the Monon railroad in 

1932.  It was taken from the oldest locomotive then owned by the Monon line.  Since its 

presentation, Wabash has held the bell nine times to DePauw‟s eight, two games having ended as 

scoreless ties. 

 

December 9, 1951 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Fares Cut (Editorial) 

 

 The Monon railroad, following in part an editorial suggestion which appeared in a 

September issue of The Hammond Times, Saturday announced sweeping reductions to numerous 

cities in Indiana. 

 The railroad will slash its rates about 33 percent on round trip fares from Hammond to 

Indianapolis on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of each week, effective Jan. 1. 

 Under the new rates a round trip ticket to the state capital, will cost $7.40 plus 15 percent 

tax, instead of $11.12 plus the tax. 

 The Monon will cut rates 33 percent next Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 11, 

12 and 13, on round-trip fares from Indianapolis to Frankfort, Monticello, Hammond and 

Chicago. 

 Although this latter reduction is now planned as an experimental move only, the railroad 

may retain it if it proves successful, according to Don M. Beam, general agent in Hammond, and 

C. Gordon Shoulty, traveling passenger agent. 

 Similar reductions are contemplated to points on the Monon‟s Louisville line, such as 

Lafayette, Crawfordsville, Greencastle and Bloomington. 

 Already in effect is a 28 percent cut in roundtrip coach fares to the above mentioned 

cities for excursion parties of 28 or more.  All the above reductions refer to coach travel only. 

 In September, The Hammond Times ran an editorial which reminisced over the low 

railroad excursion rates of yester-year.  The piece suggested that if present-day roads instituted 

special excursion rates, both the railroads and the public might benefit. 

 The Michigan Central railroad shortly after the editorial appeared introduced a special 

experimental excursion rate from Chicago to Buffalo.  More than 700 persons took advantage of 

the lowered prices to take the trip. 

 Last Thanksgiving the Monon cut its rates about 33 percent to accommodate students 

coming to the Calumet region from Bloomington, Greencastle and Crawfordsville. 

 

December 12, 1951 

 



Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 Geddes Clarence Perry, 57, of Hammond, a machinist for the Monon railroad, died early 

today following a heart attack. 

 Funeral services will be held Saturday at 1 p.m. in the Snyder Funeral Home with burial 

in Elmwood Cemetery, Hammond. 

 Surviving are the widow, Garnet; a daughter, Mrs. Barbara Jean Hawkins of Hammond; 

four grandchildren and a brother, Paul Perry of Hammond. 

 Perry was a resident of Hammond for 32 years, was a member of Hammond American 

Legion Post No. 16 and the Lake County Voiture Local No. 470 of the 40 and 8. 

 Friends may call at the funeral home after 1 p.m. tomorrow. 

 

December 12, 1951 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Train Kills Trucker 
 

 Bloomington, Ind., Dec. 12—A Monon railroad freight train struck a truck at a crossing 

north of Ellettsville on a county road yesterday, killing the truck driver, Alexander Graylenn, 26, 

Terre Haute. 

 

January 3, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Dies Of Injuries 
 

 Frankfort, Jan. 3—Allie Glenn Emery, 61, Frankfort, died yesterday in an Indianapolis 

hospital of injuries suffered Dec. 27 when a city street department truck in which he was riding 

was hit by a Monon railroad train.  A companion, Floyd M. White was killed outright in the 

crash. 

 

January 16, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Decline Comment On Wreck Report 
 

 Chicago—Officials of the Monon Railroad declined to comment Tuesday on an interstate 

commerce commission report on the cause of a wreck at Monon, Ind., last Sept. 17. 

 A spokesman for President John Barriger withheld comment on the report until he has 

seen a copy. 

 



January 31, 1952 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Reports Two Attempts By Stranger To Get In Front Of Monon Train 
 

 Bloomington, Ind., Jan. 30—Ed Mitchell, a Monon Railroad engineer, told police a man 

made two attempts Tuesday to leap in from of moving trains.  Mitchell said the man threw 

himself in front of a train he was bringing into Bloomington, but he stopped the train in time to 

avoid hitting him.  Then later in the day he said he saw two men restrain the same man from 

throwing himself in front of an Illinois Central train. 

 

February 10, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Girl, Woman Are Injured In Traffic (Exceprt) 

 

 A backing Monon railroad switch engine struck and damaged an automobile at the 173
rd

 

St. crossing Friday when the driver, Jim Graham, Chicago, ran around the crossing gates onto the 

track, but no one was injured. 

 The accident was reported by Harry Ketchum, Hammond, the locomotive engineer, who 

said Graham drove away after leaving his name.  The locomotive footboard was damaged. 

 

February 11, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

„Sweetheart Of Railways‟ Is Natural Train Fan 
 

 Hegewisch—To many Calumet region railroad men, the petite girl, Jeanette Candilas, 

who waves to them from her home, is the “Sweetheart of the Railroads.” 

 That‟s not the only honor the 17-year-old Chicago Vocational High School senior holds.  

In addition to the sweetheart moniker she‟s a Monon trainmaster, an Erie yardmaster and a 

Wabash superintendent.  Railroading is her hobby and after January, when she graduates, she 

hopes to make it her business. 

 “Railroading comes natural to me because I come from a railroading family,” says the 

soft-spoken girl.  Her mother works for the Pennsylvania railroad as a crossing watchman, whil 

her brother, Pete, now in the army in Korea, before his entry into the service worked as a fireman 

for the Pennsylvania for seven years.  Two aunts, two uncles and two cousins all work for the 

Pennsylvania company. 

 The man who has fired her interest in railroading as a hobby is Roy Mills, a Baltimore 

and Ohio switchman. 

 He interested Jeanette in collecting various railroad items as a hobby.  As a result trunks 

of tickets, train orders, timetables and calendars fill the Candilus household. 



 One of her most prized possessions is a 1901 Wabash rulebook.  It‟s a gift from Mills 

who was offered $50 for it but preferred to give it to Jeanette. 

 She met Mills about a year ago through a Wabash flagman named W.H. Crone.  It was 

Crone who presented her with another prized object.  A few weeks ago the train on which Crone 

was working slowed down as it approached the waving Jeanette.  As it drew abreast of her, 

Crone handed her a doll dressed in Monon engineer‟s outfit as a gift from the H.D. Lee Co. of 

South Bend, manufacturers of overalls. 

 Jeanette first started “highballing” the railroad crews six years ago.  On the first 

Christmas after starting the practice, she was presented with Christmas gifts from the crewmen.  

The gifts have been forthcoming since that time. 

 The girl explains that she waves to three trains daily.  At 9:28 a.m. Erie train 11 throws 

off papers to her, including the Hammond Times.  Number 12 of the Monon line receives the 

girls greetings at 11:06 a.m. and at 6:43 p.m. another Monon train, Number 15, drops off some 

more papers. 

 Her friendliness to the railroad crews has lead Jeanette to correspond with several of the 

trainmen.  One of the oldest correspondents, the engineer who first brought here the Uletide gifts, 

died last year.  Jeanette still writes to his wife. 

 Her interest in railroading has led her to join the Railroad Historical Society of Northern 

Indiana which meets once a month in Chicago. 

 

February 22, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Funeral Rites Sunday For Monon Resident 
 

 Monon, Ind., Feb. 22—Funeral rites for Clifford Lane Somerville, 78, of Monon, will be 

conducted at 2 o‟clock Sunday afternoon at the Nickler Chapel, Rev. Paul Baker of the 

Methodist Church in charge.  Burial will be in the Monon cemetery. 

 He was born July 16, 1873 at Crawfordsville, the son of James A. and Martha (Lane) 

Somerville.  He was a retired Monon railroad engineer having retired in 1939 after some 52 

years of service. 

 Mr. Somerville was married August 31, 1898 in Monticello to Bessie McAllister who 

survives.  He is also survived by a sister, Mrs. Maude Lackens of New York City.  Going to 

Monon in 1943, he was a member of the Masonic Lodge and Railway Engineers, No. 7 of 

Lafayette. 

 The body may be viewed at the Nickler Funeral Home in Monon. 

 

February 27, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Cuts Fare On March Trips To Nine Points 
 



 The Monon railroad announced a “March Special” today on roundtrip coach fares from 

Hammond to eight destinations in Indiana and one in Kentucky.  Reductions in fares have been 

urged in editorials in the Hammond Times. 

 One of the outstanding bargains is a charge of only $8.51 for a roundtrip ticket to 

Indianapolis.  The special fares are good only on the following days; 

 March 1, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 and 27.  Tickets will be on sale on these days 

only and must be used the day they are bought. 

 The following roundtrip coach fares, with a 15 percent federal tax included, make up the 

Monon Special: 

 Hammond to Rensselaer, $2.82; to Monticello, $4.08; to Delphi, $4.77; to Frankfort, 

$6.04; to Indianapolis, $8.51; to Lafayette, $5.18; to Greencastle, $8.22; to Bloomington, $10.35, 

and to Louisville, Ky., $14.61. 

 

March 17, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Retired Purchasing Agent Passes Away 
 

 Delphi, Ind., March 17—Mayne Hilkert, 65, retired Monon railroad assistant purchasing 

agent, died Sunday night in St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lafayette. 

 A native of Battle Creek, Mich., he was born Sept. 20, 1886.  He was a member of the 

Presbyterian Church. 

 Survivors are the widow, the former Ruth Spinner; a son, Ralph, Buffalo, N.Y.; and a 

daughter, Virgina Loffstrand, Chicago. 

 Friends may call at the Patrick Mortuary after 6 p.m. today.  The body will be taken 

Tuesday to the Bos Funeral Home in Chicago for final rites Wednesday. 

 

March 30, 1952 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Nicer Weather, More Fatalities (Excerpt) 

 

  William F. Farmer, 73, of Cloverdale, was killed as he drove his car in front of a Monon 

railroad passenger train on a county road near Cloverdale. 

 

April 7, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Watchman Mixes Train Whistles With Melody 
 

 Mixed with the rumble and puffing of locomotives crossing State St., in downtown 

Hammond, you may hear the mellow vocal refrains of “A Shanty In Old Shanty Town.” 



 Oddly enough, the voice actually emanates from a shanty—the train watchman‟s little hut 

located at the busy crossing. 

 “That voice sounds professional,” you might say to yourself.  “Must be the radio. 

 Yes, the voice is professional , but the radio is turned off.  You see, the voice belongs to 

the watchman himself, Berger Wedberg, Calumet City, an employee of the Monon railroad. 

 Long-time residents of Hammond remember Wedberg who formerly sang in theathers, 

night clubs, churches, lodges and over radio stations.  But many others aren‟t familiar with this 

conscientious worker who has a song in his heart. 

 Wedberg recalls several vivid experiences in his musical career. 

 “I remember appearing on stage and radio with such stars as Eddie and Fanny 

Cavanaugh, “Big Boy” Yaegel, Herbie Mintz, “Little Jack Little,” Frankie Master‟s orchestra, 

and a well-known Hammond vocalist, Roy Dietrich.  You know, I‟ve sung with so many persons 

at so many different places, I just can‟t remember the exact dates of my appearances.” 

 Wedberg presented musical selections at all the Hammond theaters at one time or 

another. 

 “On stage I sang all types of songs—classical and popular.  I also sang Irish, Scotch and 

Italian melodies.  Irish songs were my specialty.  I enjoyed singing them most of all.” 

 Political organizations and candidates often called upon Wedberg to entertain. 

 He says; “I sang „God Bless America‟ for Wendell Willkie when the Republican 

candidate for president came to Hammond, I sang at affairs given for Bill Thompson, former 

mayor of Chicago, and Dwight H. Green, former governor of Illinois.” 

 One particular event stands out in his mind.  Once he was invited to sing at the funeral of 

Jimmy Clabby, champion Hammond prize fighter. 

 Early in his musical career, Wedberg participated in musical contests. 

 He says; “I remember the time a Chicago newspaper held yearly musical contests at the 

Tivoli theater for the best tenor singer.  Well, I took a chance at the contest one year and happily 

walked off with the first prize.  I won another musical contest in South Chicago. 

 Wedberg gives a brief formula for a successful vocal career. 

 “You must train to sing with feeling.  As for myself, I began signing at the age of 14 and 

studied voice for six years.  Much of my early training dealt with classical music, but I studied 

popular signing, too.  I also learned that a person must be able to mix with people to be a 

successful singer.” 

 Wedberg-now in his fifties-says he took his present railroad job because “I became tired 

of traveling.” 

 He adds; “I have been employed by the railroad for six years.  My present work comes 

first, but I still sing at gatherings if I‟m invited and have the time.  If the opportunity presents 

itself, I‟ll be happy to sing on television. 

 

April 23, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Plan To Move Monon Depot, Extend Lyman 
 



 The way was opened by the Hammond board of works yesterday for moving the Monon-

Erie railroad depot on Sibley Sts. from the downtown section as city officials tentatively 

approved purchases of railroad right-of-way to extend Lyman Ave. 

 The Monon railroad offered for a reported price of $19,000 a 30-foot right-of-way along 

the west side of its property between Douglas and Russell Sts. 

 The city‟s long range program for relieving traffic congestion calls for extension of 

Lyman Ave., moving of the depot to Carroll St. and Lyman, closing in the railroad right of way 

downtown and construction of an under pass at State St. and Hohman Ave. 

 Negotiations with the Monon, Erie and Nickel Plate railroads have been underway for 

some time.  The boards of directors of the three lines have yet to make a definite decision. 

 Railroad officials point out that moving of the right-of-way even a few feet and possible 

use of the trackage of other railroads involves much expense, a great deal of study and lots of 

government red tape. 

 Purchase of the land, needed to extend Lyman Ave. and provide another north-south 

traffic artery, was approved by Mayor Vernon C. Anderson as well as his cabinet—City Atty. 

John Beckman, City Controller Charles Wainright and City Engineer Roy Rubright. 

 The Monon railroad currently is making plans to move the depot, but all details of the 

change have not been ironed out. 

 Board of works members indicated yesterday that legal red tape involved in the purchase 

of the land will be cleared as soon as possible. 

 Extension of Lyman by two blocks is expected to greatly reduce the traffic flow on 

Hohman Ave. during the busy morning, noon and night rush hours.  Much of the traffic now 

forced to empty on Hohman from Russell and Clinton streets will be diverted on the Lyman Ave. 

extension should the plan for construction be carried out. 

 Realtor Richard E. Weiss officially advanced the proposition in behalf of the Monon 

railroad.  He said the offer was part of Monon‟s goal to sell all property that does not fit in with 

the railroad‟s future plans. 

 Weiss said the quoted figure of “about $19,000” was subject to the approval of the 

Monon board of directors.  He added that payment could be done in a “manner which best suited 

the city.” 

 Atty. Beckman said the Lyman Ave. extension could be legally paid for from parking 

meter revenue.  He said the technicalities, such as city-sponsored appraisal of the property and 

legal description, must first be carried out before actual work can start. 

 

May 22, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Train Splinters Old Depot 
 

 Lowell—Alcohol in six tank cars burst into flames here at 12:20 a.m. today when 30 cars 

of a 68-car Monon freight jumped the tracks and piled up four deep in the center of this 

centennial-celebrating town. 

 The town‟s business section was threatened when burning alcohol flowed down the 

streets and into gutters.  A number of manhole covers were blown high into the air when the 

liquid ran into sewers and exploded. 



 Fireman from eight surrounding communities fought the flames, which at times leaped up 

to a height of 40 feet.  Departments from Lowell, Crown Point, Cedar Lake, Lake Dalecarlia, 

Schneider, Shelby, St. John and Gary were still on the scene at 10 o‟clock this morning putting 

out small scattered fires. 

 The Lowell depot, a 50 year old landmark that had gained in significance because of the 

town‟s 100
th

 anniversary, was “smashed into kindling” by three freight cars.  Later, flaming 

alcohol spewed over the building and destroyed it. 

 Ironically, Lowell recently had requested the Monon to repair and paint the depot because 

of the town‟s centennial celebration, scheduled for the latter part of August. 

 T.V. Sherrier, Monon superintendent who was on the scene directing operations of two 

railroad wreckers, said it will take up to midnight for the small army of workmen to clear the 

main line. 

 While he declined to comment on the amount of damage, it was estimated by one railroad 

official at $250,000.  Sherrier said an immediate investigation will be held to determine the cause 

of the accident. 

 The usual speed of Monon trains through Lowell is 40 miles an hour, Sherrier stated.  A 

railroad spokesman is Chicago said the smashup probably was caused by a broken wheel. 

 The middle 30 cars of the train were derailed, Sherrier explained.  He said the first 16 

cars were pulled to Louisville by the engine and that the rear 24 cars were hauled back to 

Hammond.  The train was headed out of Chicago to Louisville. 

 Twenty-eight of the 30 cars that tipped over were loaded with alcohol, meat, syrup and 

steel.  The other two cars were empty. 

 Sherrier said trains will be rerouted from Monon, Ind., to Wilders, where they will be 

switched over to the Erie tracks which run into Hammond.  He said it will take at least two days 

before all the wreckage is removed. 

 Bud Quale, a Lowell mechanic, was one of two eyewitnesses to the crash.  He was in his 

car about 250 feet west of the tracks when the smashup occurred. 

 When the cars started toppling, Quale said he backed up quickly, as did a car in front of 

him, driven by a woman. 

 The fire stated immediately after the pile-up, Quale said, “and for a while it looked like 

the whole business district would go up in flames.” 

 Fire departments, however, started arriving in a matter of minutes, but it took about 200 

firemen nearly four hours to control the blaze. 

 Commercial Ave., Lowell‟s main street, was still completely blocked late this morning 

by freight cars jammed on top of each other to a height of 30 feet. 

 Harold Heuson, 43-year-old volunteer fireman from Lowell, said intense heat kept 

fireman 100 feet away and hampered efforts to bring the blaze under control. 

 “We thought the whole two was going up,” Heuson said, “but the boys really pitched in 

to stop it.  If the tank cars had gone 100 feet farther, through, there wouldn‟t have been much we 

could have done to save the business section.” 

 Firefighters feared the alcohol would “let go” after several small explosions rocked the 

area, but seven pump trucks spraying water and one foamite unit prevented a large blast. 

 After the wreck occurred, nearly all of Lowell‟s 1,700 residents rushed to the scene.  This 

morning, 12 deputy sheriffs headed by Chief Deputy Sandor Singer were attempting to keep 

back the crowd and prevent injury. 



 Meat, syrup, steel and splintered and smoldering cars jammed up for a distance of 800 

feet along the tracks.  Some of the alcohol flowed as far as 400 feet down the street, pouring into 

a sewer in front of the Cullen Chevrolet Sales shop. 

 Many residents were seen carrying off battered cans of meat, but a railroad official 

explained that because of the damage the meat is useless. 

 Shortly after the crash, a group of Lowell women, headed by Mrs. Fred Hutton, set up a 

coffee and sandwich stand to feed volunteer firemen who worked throughout the night. 

 The Monon superintendent explained that safety valves on the tank cars carrying alcohol 

prevented what might have been a tragic explosion. 

 

May 23, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Speed Work To Clean up Lowell Wreck 
 

 Lowell—A crew of 50 men, working all night long under auxiliary flood lights, were 

expected to clear the rails of the Monon railroad lines and resume traffic by tonight or early 

tomorrow, officials have indicated. 

 Lowell was the scene early yesterday of a devastating train wreck, in which 30 of 68 cars 

jumped the tracks and piled up four deep in the center of town.  Six tank cars burst into flames.  

The railroad station was destroyed by fire. 

 Two train wrecking crews are working from opposite ends of the wreckage in an effort to 

clear the tracks as soon as possible.  Temporary tracks will be installed in an effort to restore 

near-normal service.  Railroad through traffic has been blocked since the time of the wreck, at 

12:20 a.m. 

 The Lowell Fire Department was called back to the scene at midnight last night to 

extinguish a small blaze which spring up in the floor of the gutted depot.  The Lowell volunteer 

force had worked until 9 p.m. to wet down the gutted gas tanks and prevent further damage. 

 By this morning, all six of the tank cars, containing 180 proof government alcohol, had 

been removed as a safety measure. 

 Scores of spectators, many from Hammond, Gary and East Chicago, arrived at the scene 

last night.  Many received packaged hams and pork from one of the wrecked cars.  But the bulk 

of the meat was hauled away yesterday with a semi-trailer truck, according to Bob Cullen, 

Lowell auto dealer. 

 One car of barley was ruined by water, and will be hauled away at a total loss, railroad 

officials said. 

 Railroad officials failed to comment on the cause of the accident, but it is believed that 

the pile-up occurred when an iron wheel broke on one of the freight trucks. 

 

June 5, 1952 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Wreck Causes Second Death 
 



 Frankfort, Ind., June 4—Hundreds of tons of coal spilled beside the Monon railroad 

tracks today in the second derailment in two days in Indiana. 

 Fifteen cars of a Monon freight train went off the track at Cambria, five miles north of 

Frankfort.  Nine hopper-cars were loaded with coal and six with automobile parts. 

 Monon officials said one of the coal cars began swaying and its front trucks left the rails. 

 No one was hurt. 

 A second section hand died today as a result of the derailment of a New York Central 

section car near Elkhart Tuesday.  Everett Marshall, 39, of South Bend, died in an Elkhart 

hospital.  Toy Gravely, 46, also of South Bend, died shortly after the accident. 

 Seven other members of the NYC crew were hurt, one of them seriously.  The crewmen 

were returning to South Bend over a section of track they had just inspected.  The cause of the 

derailment was not determined. 

 

June 9, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

12 Die In Accidents, Drownings (Excerpt) 

 

 A Monon Railroad freight locomotive struck and killed Everett Henry Stalcup, 30, of 

Bloomington, in Bloomington Saturday. 

 

June 9, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Girl Falls To Death From Railroad Trestle 
 

 Paoli, Ind.—Mary Pierson, 15, Paoli, was killed Sunday in a 75 foot fall from a Monon 

Railroad trestle near here and authorities said her male companion agreed to take a lie detector 

test in Indianapolis Monday. 

 The girl was crossing the structure with Donald Rees, 23, Paoli, on a stroll through the 

early morning darkness.  Rees told authorities Mary lost her footing and fell. 

 Dr. Ivan A. Clark, Orange County coroner, withheld results of an autopsy. 

 Clark said there were no broken bones and few bruises on the body.  But he would not 

say immediately what caused death.  Rees told authorities the girl was still alive when he 

scrambled to the bottom of the ravine.  But she was dead when help arrived. 

 Rees was questioned by Sheriff Ben Nadall and state police and then released.  An 

inquest was set for Tuesday by Clark. 

 

June 11, 1952 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Offers Land To Extend Lyman Avenue 
 



 The path was cleared today for the sale to Hammond of 19,272 feet of Monon Railroad 

property for the extension of Lyman Ave. from Russell St. to Douglas St.  The Monon Realty 

Co. set a price of $19,200 for the property, strung along the east right-of-way of the railroad. 

 City planners say the extension of Lyman will alleviate to a major traffic bottleneck by 

providing another north-south escape route.  The traffic flow on Hohman will be greatly relieved 

as a result of the extension, planners feel. 

 City Atty. John Beckman said the offer would draw the serious consideration of the 

Hammond Board of Works. 

 Beckman stressed, however, that a survey of the property must first be taken before the 

city agrees to the purchase.  The financial problem related to the purchase also presents a major 

obstacle, Beckman added. 

 “Certainly,” Beckman said, “extensions of Lyman is a vital project—one that is sure to 

solve a major traffic problem.  We‟ll do everything within our power to culminate the program.” 

 Richard E. Weiss, agent for the Monon Railroad Co., pointed out that price of the 

property is far below the sale price of nearby lots that have been sold recently. 

 Weiss said that the Monon Realty Co. will obtain a survey soon of railroad land between 

Russell St. and Fayette St. 

 “The board,” said Weiss, “may find it feasible to extend Lyman Ave. one block further 

north.” 

 Weiss stressed that the sale must first be approved by the board of directors of the Monon 

Railroad before the transaction is completed. 

 Monon section crews recently removed the side tracks on the west right-of-way in 

contemplation of the sale to the city. 

 Beckman indicated that the sale would get top consideration in the future road program 

for Hammond. 

 

July 15, 1952 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Killed By Train 
 

 Crawfordsville, Ind., July 14—A Monon railroad work train hit a farm produce truck 

today, killing the driver, Reuben H. Troxell, 70, Crawfordsville.  The accident was at a crossing 

north of Crawfordsville.  Troxell, a truck farm operator, sold produce in markets at Lafayette and 

Frankfort. 

 

July 17, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Identify Train Victim 
 

 Salem, Ind.—Authorities said today the badly decomposed body of a man found along 

the Monon Railroad tracks near here had been dead three or four days. 



 The victim was identified by the serial number on his false teeth as “William E. Fisher.”  

Police said he apparently was killed when he fell from a moving train. 

 

July 21, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Freight Train Wrecked 
 

 Rensselaer, Ind.—Normal traffic moved on the Monon Railroad today after the tracks 

were repaired where 18 cars of a freight train jumped the rails. 

 A broken journal was blamed for the derailment Saturday.  Coal and wheat was spilled 

and about 300 feet of track torn up. 

 

August 1, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Herman Cumbo, Age 89, Succumbs In Monon 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Herman Crumbo, age 89, a former resident of Monon and a retired 

engineer on the Monon railroad, died Wednesday evening at 7:30 o‟clock at Lake View Home 

where he had resided since 1945.  He had been in ill health for the last few days. 

 He was born June 2, 1863, in Pulaski county, the son of Henry and Wilhelmina (Headner) 

Crumbo.  He was first married to Mary Daseka who died.  To them were born two children, Mrs. 

Emma Hammel, of Monon, and Miss Ruth Crumbo, of San Bernadino, Calif. 

 In 1907 he was married to Mary Harding who died in 1949.  Mr. Crumbo was a member 

of the Odd Fellow Lodge of Monon. 

 Survivors besides the two daughters are seven grandchildren, and eleven great-

grandchildren. 

 The body is at the Nickler Funeral Home in Monon.  Rites are pending. 

 

August 7, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Railroad Wreck Basis of $12,000 Suit 
 

 Monticello, Ind., Aug. 7—In an action filed in White Circuit Court in vacation through 

Attorney Lynn R. Thompson of Monon, Walter D. McColly and Rosaline K. McColly of Monon 

are asking $12,000 damages from the Chicago, Indianapolis and Louisville Railway Co., a 

corporation, as a result of the Monon Railroad wreck at Monon on September 17, 1951. 

 The McCollys set out in their complaint that they own and operate a two story hotel and 

apartment building in Monon, also occupied by the plaintiffs as a residence, and the premises 

were damaged in the wreck on the railroad in front of their property.  They allege the buiding 

was damaged badly, they suffered the entire loss of income and business during the time the 



wreckage was being removed and the track repaired and the re-sale value of the real estate has 

been impaired. 

 

August 13, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Killed By Train 
 

 Rossville, Ind.—Fred Bartley Jr., 20, Frankfort, was killed Tuesday night by a 

northbound Monon Railroad train as he stood on the tracks in front of the Rossville depot, state 

police reported. 

 

October 21, 1952 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Man Killed 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Chester Mitchell, 21, dairy employee, was killed Monday when his car 

was hit by a Monon Railroad passenger train. 

 

November 13, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

From the Monticello news section 
 

 Monticello and Union township first grade teachers learned in one of their recent project 

meetings this fall that 90 percent of the 120 first graders here had never ridden on a train.  They 

brough the matter before local grade school principal Sam McClellan, who sent quick letter to 

J.W. Barriger, president of the Monon railroad.  Barriger arranged for the 120 Monticello and 

Union township first graders to ride from Monon to Monticello for less than half fare. 

 Wednesday morning, a school bus took 60 first graders from the north and south 

buildings to Monon where the excited youngsters boarded the southbound Monon at 10:55, 

arriving at Monticello depot at 11:12. 

 The trip was a great success and may develop into an annual affair.  All the first graders 

were given souvenir Monon railroad caps. 

 Thursday the first graders from the west grade school building made the trip. 

 Miss stiller from the south school and Mrs. Cox from the north grade school, were in 

charge of Wednesday‟s trip assisted by Mrs. Robert Fisher and Mrs. John VanMeter. 

 

November 18, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 



Charges Unjust Laws Hamstring Railroads 
 

 Rensselaer, Ind., Nov. 18—Warren W. Brown, vice-president of the Monon Railroad, 

today warned that “laws which were set up to regulate the railroads now manage the railroads.” 

 He called this trend “a patent danger to our economic system” but said that “American 

business and industry have remained relatively indifferent” to the threat. 

 Addressing a luncheon held in the Christian Church, Rensselaer, in connection with the 

unveiling of the 100,001
st
 freight car built for the Easter railroads since World War II, Mr. 

Brown said: 

 “Seventy-odd years ago the Interstate Commerce Commission was established to regulate 

the railroads as a monopoly.  At that time there were no buses, airplanes, trucks, automobiles or 

pipelines.  Today the railroads not only have competitors which are much less regulated, but the 

laws which were set up to regulate the railroads now manage the railroads, he charged. 

 The Monon vice-president blamed outmoded regulations for weakening the financial 

structure of the railroads to such an extent that government ownership is not a definite threat. 

 

December 5, 1952 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

James Newgent, 81, Of Monon, Passes Away 
 

 Monon, Ind.—James Newgent, 81, of Monon, died Wednesday at 3 p.m. at the home of 

his daughter, Mrs. Mark Seward, at Plymouth, where he had been taken a short time ago after 

leaving the hospital. 

 He was born in Greencastle, and worked for twenty years for the Monon stone quarry and 

later the Monon railroad.  He was a member of the Monticello Presbyterian Church. 

 Survivors include four sons and six daughters. 

 Services will be Saturday at 2 p.m. at the Nickler Funeral Home in Monon with burial in 

the Bedford cemetery. 

 

January 9, 1953 

 

The News-Palladium 

 

Monon Merger With C. & E.I. Being Studied 
 

 A suggested merger of the Monon railroad and the Chicago & Eastern Illinois was 

reported in Chicago this week. 

 The Monon, known as “The Hoosier Line,” operates from Chicago southward through 

Indiana to Lafayette, Indianapolis and Louisville. 

 The C. & E.I. runs south in Illinois from Chicago to Evansville, with direct connections 

for the south, including Birmingham, Ala., the Gulf coast and New Orleans. 

 Homer J. Livington, chairman of the Monon‟s stock trustees, said in Chicago that the C. 

& E.I. has made “overtures looking to a consolidation.”  He said further discussions are likely 

but added, “No conclusions of any sort have been reached.” 



 The Monon was completely modernized and rehabilitated under the presidency of John 

W. Barriger, who later resigned to become vice-president of the New York, New Haven & 

Hartford railroad.  Present president of the Monon is Warren W. Brown of Chicago. 

 

February 10, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Charles Hughes Rites To Be Held Wednesday 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Funeral rites for Charles Clinton Hughes, well known retired Monon 

railroad switchman, of Monon, will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday at the Masonic Hall in Monon.  

Burial will be in the Monon chapel cemetery. 

 He died Sunday night in St. Elizabeth hospital, Lafayette. 

 Born Jan. 26, 1884, in Pierce City, Mo., to Alonzo and Clara Kirk Hughes, he was a 

member of the Retired Railroad Trainmen‟s Association, Masonic Lodge No. 592 at Monon and 

the Monon Baptist church. 

 Survivors are the wife, Mrs. Hazel Hughes; three sons, Arthur, Fort Wayne; Eugene, 

Speedway City and Frank, Monon; a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Erwin, Reynolds; and four 

grandchildren. 

 The body is at the Nickler Funeral Home at Monon, where friends may call. 

 

February 25, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Robinson Services Will Be Wednesday 
 

 Monticello—Services for Harry Joe Robinson, Lafayette, will be held at 2 p.m. 

Wednesday at the Nickler Funeral Home in Monon.  Rev. R. McClain of the Delphi Christian 

church will officiate and burial will be in the Roseland cemetery, Francesville. 

 Mr. Robinson died Monday at St. Elizabeth hospital in Lafayette. 

 He was born at Monon on Nov. 1, 1895, and was married to Helen Joy Shirtz, who 

passed away in 1928.  He was later married to Hattie L. Bloyd, who survives. 

 Mr. Robinson was a member of the Christian church at Delphi, the Brotherhood of 

Railroad Trainmen, The Loyal Order of Moose No. 1529 at Lafayette, and the Rensselaer 

National Guard.  A brakeman, he had been with the Monon Railroad for 32 years. 

 Survivors include the wife, a son, Eddie D., Indianapolis; a daughter, Mrs. Donna Jo 

Erwin, Greenfield, Ind.; six brothers, James Clifford, Monon; Howard Francis, Lafayette; Luther 

Edward, Peru; John and Tim, Monon, Robert, Hammond and two sisters, Mrs. Mae Wilson, 

Indianapolis; Mrs. Genevieve Pike, Monon. 

 Friends may call at the Nickler Funeral Home. 

 

April 11, 1953 

 

Logansport Press 



 

Leo Wolf Rites Held At Lafayette Church 
 

 Final services for Leo Wolf, 71, husband of the late Mary Faley Wolf, were held 

Thursday morning at St. Lawrence‟s church, Lafayette.  He was a retired Monon railroad shop 

employee. 

 Nieces from this vicinity attending the services were; Mrs. Sylvester Barrett, Lucerne; 

Miss Mildred Kramer, Kewanna; Mrs. Thomas P. Morris of this city. 

 

May 7, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Trucks Crash, Turn Highway Into Inferno 
 

 Michigan City, Ind.—Traffic was barred from a section of U.S. 20 and a Monon rail line 

here Wednesday when two trucks crashed at the rail crossing and left the highway a sea of 

flaming asphalt. 

 Police said an asphalt tanker rammed the back of an oil truck which had stopped at the 

tracks.  The asphalt caught fire and sprayed over the highway to a depth of four inches. 

 They said heat from the asphalt nearly disintegrated the tanker. 

 Authorities closed the four-lane highway and warned the Monon Railroad to hold up 

freight trains normally using the Indianapolis to Michigan City track. 

 Richard M. Jones, 28, Forest, Ind., driver of the asphalt truck, suffered multiple leg 

injuries by the second driver, Marvin Orth, 35, Michigan City, was not hurt.  Authorities said the 

oil truck, carrying 6,400 gallons of fuel oil, did not burn. 

 Firemen from Michigan City and Pine Township kept the fiery asphalt under control. 

 Jones, who was to be charged with reckless driving, told authorities he tried to stop 

behind the gasoline truck, but his brakes failed.  He said he attempted to swerve to pass in the 

left but was unable to do so. 

 

May 14, 1953 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Body On Track 
 

 Bedford, Ind.—The mangled body of Verlin Gill, about 50, Bedford, was found 

Wednesday on the Monon Railroad tracks.  Dr. R.E. Wynne, Lawrence County coroner, said the 

man apparently fell asleep on the tracks and was struck by a train. 

 

May 19, 1953 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Train Kills Woman 



 

 Rensselaer, May 19—Lona T. Zimmer, 56, was killed Monday when her car was struck 

by a Monon railroad passenger train at a county road crossing near her home. 

 

June 8, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

From the Monticello news section 
 

 The Monon Route‟s new passenger station and office will be formally dedicated at 

Monon Wednesday, June 10 at noon.  The town‟s former station was demolished in November, 

1951, when a run-away passenger train, ran out of control coming into the town and crashed into 

the station.  Most business houses will close from 12 to 1 o‟clock during the program. W.M. 

Meridith, Monon station agent, will present Warren W. Brown, president of the Monon Route, 

who will introduce Warren Buchanan, of Indianapolis, chairman of the Public Service 

Commission of Indiana, who will give the dedicatory address.  After the program the station will 

be open for public inspection.  The Monon Route will give souvenirs and there will be free 

refreshments. 

 

July 7, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Hoosier Toll Kept To Nine Over Holiday (Excerpt) 

 

 A hit-run driver caused the death of Alfred Garfield Hunt, about 60, Hammond, a Monon 

railroad crossing watchman.  Hunt was struck while waving a lantern in front of the crossing 

gates and thrown into the path of an Erie Railroad Freight train. 

 

July 20, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Native Of Cass County Dies In West Lafayette 
 

 Funeral services for Jay Neff, 81, former local Pennsylvania railroad employee, have 

been set for 1 p.m. Wednesday at the Chase-Miller Funeral Home and will be under the auspices 

of the Masonic Lodge.  Rev. V.O. Vernon will officiate at the rites and burial will be made in 

Mt. Hope cemetery. 

 He passed away at 2:30 p.m. Saturday at his home in West Lafayette. 

 He was born in Cass County April 6, 1872, and worked here for the railroad for many 

years before moving to Lafayette in 1925 to work for the Monon railroad.  He retired in 1936.  

His marriage in 1899 was to Claudia Smith, who succumbed in 1938. 

 He was a member of the Wheatland Avenue Methodist Church, Tipton lodge No. 33, F 

and A.M. and the Veterans Association at Lafayette. 



 He leaves four daughters, Mrs. H.R. Anderson, Norwich, N.Y., Mrs. Carl Dyer, College 

Park, MD., and Mildred and Blanche, both at home; seven grandchildren and two brothers, 

Schuyhler, of Caro, Mich., and John, of this city. 

 The body will arrive here Tuesday. 

 

July 21, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Heart Attack Fatal To William Staley 
 

 Monticello—Last rites for William (Tobe) Staley, 76, who died of a heart attack in 

Monon Saturday night, have been set for 2 p.m. today at the Sollar-Baker Funeral Home, 

Lafayette, Rev. C. Raymond Earle officiating. 

 A retired Monon railroad employee, he was born in Stockwell and worked as a coach 

painter for the railroad for 28 years.  A veteran of World War I and a member of the VFW, post 

1154, Lafayette, he retired in 1940. 

 Survivors include two sons, William and Alva, both of Lafayette, and two daughters, 

Mrs. Charles Thune, West Lafayette, and Mrs. William Doane, Clark Hill. 

 Friends may call at the funeral home. 

 

August 14, 1953 

 

Logansport Press  

 

Authorize Monon To Close Westfield Depot 
 

 Indianapolis—The Public Service Commission Thursday authorized the Monon Railroad 

to close its depot at Westfield but refused permission to close at Cedar Lake and Campbellsburg. 

 The PSC said public convenience and necessity and financial reports did not justify 

abandoning the two stations. 

 

August 14, 1953 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Monon Railroad Has Income Hike 
 

 Chicago—The Chicago, Indianapolis and Louisville Railway (Monon) reports net income 

of $647,000 for the first seven months of 1953.  This is a 50 percent increase over the $431,000 

earned for seven months in 1952. 

 Gross revenues during the same period increased only 2 percent from $11,165,000 to 

11,365,000. 

 The road expects that net income for the year will surpass the 1,140,000 recorded in 

1952. 

 



August 17, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Find Kokomo Man Dead On Railroad 
 

 Lafayette, Ind.—Roy E. Falls, Kokomo, was found dead on the Monon Railroad tracks 

Sunday, his feet severed and his body mangled. 

 Police believed he fell from a ledge along the rails into the path of a train. 

 

August 27, 1953 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Killed By Train 
 

 New Albany, Ind.—Mrs. Sylvia Martin, 52, Borden, was killed Wednesday and her 

husband, Wilmer, 58, was injured critically when a Monon Railroad train hit their stalled 

automobile on a crossing a half-mile south of Borden.  Martin was hospitalized here. 

 

October 13, 1953 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Husband Killed In Auto-Train Wreck As Wife Watches 
 

 Indianapolis—Charles R. Rogers, 62, ticket agent for the Monon Railroad, was killed 

today when a B & O train hit his car as his wife watched from the driveway of their home. 

 Rogers was en route to work at the 38
th

 Street Monon station near the fairgrounds when 

the B & O diesel hit his car broadside at an east side crossing.  The train was bound for 

Hamilton, Ohio. 

 Police said Mrs. Rogers, stunned by the sight, was unable to tell them whether automatic 

signals were working.  Rogers would have been eligible to retire next year. 

 

November 10, 1953 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Railroads Look To Good Will Now 
 

 Currently a group of 26 Hoosier railroad executives held “graduation exercises” from an 

extension course of Indiana University that dealt with railroad economics and public speaking. 

 These railroads, in this “pioneer course” in public relations were from the C.I. & L. 

(Monon), Pennsylvania, B & O, New York Central and Nickel Plate, all railroads that do 

business in Indiana. 



 The theory is that railroads have a story to tell and that most Hoosiers do not know the 

railroad side of the case.  The speaker was Warren W. Brown, who has succeeded John W. 

Barriger as president of the Monon railroad.  He will carry on the progressive public relations 

policies initiated by Barriger. 

 Monon President Brown told the executives, “A universal standard of good public 

relations is the application of the Golden Rule…You must talk to the man on the street…Deliver 

straight concise answers…The American public does not understand the problems of the railway 

industry…Admit our shortcomings, tell the reasons, not excuses…The basic rule is honesty, 

plain frank and complete explanation.” 

 Hoosier railroads sponsor “community specials” which take the railroad executives to 

one town for breakfast, another for lunch and a third for dinner.  They sit down with civic leaders 

and farmers and tell the railroad story. 

 Children are taken for rides and escorted through locomotives and various types of 

equipment, adults are taken for train rides on occasions and shown the good tracks and the 

dilapidated buildings here and there.  All this is a start of the new attitude of the railroads toward 

public goodwill. 

 

January 6, 1954 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Retired Railroad Dies 
 

 Samuel Taylor Vawter, 85 year old retired railroad employee, died at 3:15 a.m. Tuesday 

at the Tipton Memorial Hospital following a cerebral hemorrhage.  He resided at 102 ½ East 

Jefferson St. 

 Last rites are planned at 2 p.m. Thursday at Leatherman-Morris Funeral Home where 

friends may call after noon Wednesday.  Burial will be in Fairview Cemetery. 

 A native of Tipton County, Vawter was born July 28, 1868.  He was a section foreman 

for the Monon railroad and resided in Frankfort and Sheridan before coming to Tipton in 1937. 

 Vawter is survived by three children, Mrs. Goldie Jennings and Maurie Vawter, 

Lafayette, and Mrs. George Lea, Indianapolis; two sisters, Mrs. Fred Jones, Scircleville, and 

Mrs. Cora Schoenfeldt, of Youngstown, Ohio. 

 

January 7, 1954 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Hahn Rites At Monon 
 

 Monticello—Final services for Henry Sylvester “Dutch” Hahn, retired Monon railroad 

switchman, will be at the Nickler Funeral Home at two o‟clock Friday.  His death occurred at 

noon Tuesday at his home.  Survivors are the wife; three sons and two daughters; two sisters. 

 

January 29, 1954 

 



Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Perry Vaughn Passes Away 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Perry Calvin (Pete) Vaughn, 69, died at his home one mile southeast of 

here at 6:30 p.m. Thursday after a long illness.  He had been in a serious condition for the past 

two months. 

 A native of Monticello, he was born Sept. 16, 1884, to Charles and Eliza (Scroggs) 

Vaughn, and was married April 10, 1910, to Elda Myers, who survives. 

 A member of the Monon railroad Brotherhood, he lived for a time at Yeoman, Ill., health 

forced him to retire from the Monon railroad section crew in 1944. 

 He leaves the widow; four brothers; George, Charles, Davis and Frank Vaughn, all of 

Delphi, and Joseph, of Flora; and three sisters; Mrs. Jessie Loveland, Delphi; Mrs. Ina Hanna, 

Idaville, and Mrs. Lottie Chad, Kokomo.  One sister, Mrs. Mary Webster, succumbed last fall, 

and another sister preceded him in death a number of years ago. 

 Friends may call after noon Saturday at the Prevo Funeral Home, where funeral rites will 

be held at 2 p.m. Sunday.  The Rev. Virgil Willits will officiate and burial will be made in the 

Riverview cemetery. 

 

February 28, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Thomas R. Young, 47, Succumbs In Hospital 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Final rites are pending for Thomas Ross (Roscoe) Young, 47, of Route 

1, Monon, who succumbed at St. Elizabeth hospital in Lafayette. 

 He was born in Scottsburg on July 28, 1906, to Thomas and Daisy Pearl Young. 

 A member of the Scottish Christian church, he spent most of his life in the Monon area, 

residing in the Bedford community.  He was an employee of the Monon railroad. 

 He leaves the widow, Alberta; three sons, Gerald Dean, Larry Dean and Gary Richard, all 

at home; his mother, Mrs. Daisy Young; three brothers, Roy of Wolcott and Jeff and Avis of 

Monon; and three sisters, Mrs. Hazel Overton, Monon, Mrs. Albert Cade of Reynolds and Mrs. 

Irene Robinson of Lafayette. 

 

March 16, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

From the Delphi news section 
 

 James L. Lyon, son of Mrs. Joseph Lyon of Delphi, has been appointed freight agent for 

the Monon railroad at Indianapolis.  He has been employed at Lowell.  He has been with the 

Monon as an employee since 1947. 

 

March 24, 1954 



 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Obit 
 

 Funeral rites were held at L.E. Moore and Son Funeral Home at Rossville Monday 

afternoon for Ammi J. Neher, 79, who passed away at 1:30 a.m. Saturday in his home at 

Cambria.  Born in Clinton County, he was a retired Monon railroad section hand.  He was 

married to Ella Schiery, June 28, 1908, and was a member of the Church of the Brethren.  

Besides the widow, he leaves two daughters, Mrs. Dorothy May Mullendore, Cambria and Mrs. 

Susanna Richards, Rankin, Ill.  Burial was made at Pleasant View Cemetery, southwest of 

Rossville. 

 

April 5, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Goodrich Opens Indiana Plant 
 

 Indianapolis—The B.F. Goodrich Co. announced today it will begin manufacturing 

gaskets for refrigerators soon in a new plant at Salem employing about 150 persons. 

 C.O. DeLong, Akron, Ohio, president of the company‟s Industrial Products Division, told 

the Indiana State Department of Commerce the firm‟s first manufacturing operation in Indiana 

will be in a brick and steel building along Ind. 56 and the Monon Railroad. 

 

April 20, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

From the Monticello news section 
 

 The Brookston fifth grade has planned a trip to Chicago on the Monon Railroad April 22.  

They plan to visit the Observatory Tower on the Board of Trade Building and the Science and 

Industry Building. 

 The group will leave Monticello at 9:24 a.m. and return at 6:20 p.m.  Twenty of the 38 

students have never been on a train and 21 have never been in Chicago.  They will be 

accompanied by twelve parents and the teacher, Mrs. Harrington. 

 

May 2, 1954 

 

Council Bluffs Iowa Nonpareil 

 

R.A. Whittemore, 76, Dies In Des Moines 
 



 Des Moines—Funeral services will be held here Monday for Roscoe A. Whittemore, 76, 

former district manager here for Libbey, McNeill & Libbey Food Products Co.  He died Friday 

after a long illness. 

 Whittemore, a onetime passenger agent for the Monon railroad in Chicago, served as 

head of food rationing in the Des Moines OPA office after retiring form his Libbey post in 1941 

 

May 10, 1954 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

News Briefs section 
 

 Delphi, Ind.—Twelve Monon railroad freight cars jumped the tracks here today and 

blocked both the Monon and Wabash railroad tracks where they cross. 

 No one was injured. 

 

May 17, 1954 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Obit 
 

 John W. Clawson, 85, died at 5 a.m. Monday at the home of his son, Elmer, at Radnor.  

He had been ill several years.  He was a retired section foreman for the Monon Railroad. 

 The deceased was born west of Radnor Aug. 21, 1868, the son of George and Elizabeth 

(Allen) Clawson.  He married Alvina Hennes who died Sept 30, 1951. 

 Surviving are four sons and two daughters; Lawrence, Elmer and Mahlon Clawson of 

Radnor, Eldo of Akron, Ind., Mrs. Thurman Wiles of Flora and Mrs. Margaret Kirk of Anderson.  

There are 17 grandchildren. 

 The body is at the Leiter Funeral Home where friends may call and where services will 

be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday with the Rev. George Whipple officiating.  Interment will be in 

Maple Lawn Cemetery. 

 

May 27, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Pulaski Crash Proves Fata 
 

 Winamac, Ind.—William Stingley, Jr., 28, Lafayette, died Wednesday in the Home 

Hospital, Lafayette, from injuries sustained Tuesday in a car-truck collision at the intersection of 

highways 14 and 39, eight miles west of Winamac. 

 William Fuqua, 34, of Lafayette, is reported in fair condition at the Home Hospital, 

where he and Stingley were taken after receiving treatment at the Carneal Hospital here.  George 

McAvin, Indianapolis, also injured in the wreck, was taken to Methodist Hospital, Indianapolis. 



 State police said Stingley disregarded a stop sign and drove his pick-up truck into the 

path of a car driven by McAvin.  Fuqua, who was riding with Stingley, said they were on their 

way to Toto for a load of shingles. 

 Stingley was a native of Grand Rapids, Mich.  He had been employed for six years as a 

machinist at the Monon railroad shops.  Survivors are the widow, the parents, three daughters, 

six brothers and five sisters. 

 

June 8, 1954 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Would End Service 
 

 Indianapolis—The Monon Railroad asked permission Monday to discontinue a 

“passenger convience” bus service it runs between Mitchell and French Lick. 

 The Monon told the Public Service Commission that it formerly also carried passengers 

from the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad on the bus service in return for a subsidy which was 

discontinued in April. 

 No date for a hearing on the plea has been set. 

 

June 21, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Plan Monon Celebration 
 

 Greencastle, Ind.—The Monon Railroad will celebrate the 100
th

 anniversary of its linking 

Lake Michigan and the Ohio River by rail at ceremonies near Greencastle June 24. 

 A gold spike will be driven into the roadbed at Connection Bridge, just outside 

Greencastle.  Mayors of Indianapolis, Greencastle, Salem, Lafayette and Michigan City, and the 

presidents of Indiana and Purdue University, St. Joseph‟s, Wabash, Marion, Butler and West 

Baden Seminary were expected to participate. 

 

June 24, 1954 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Capehart To Drive Spike 
 

 Greencastle, Ind.—Sen. Capehart (R-Ind) will drive a golden spike into the roadbed of 

the Monon Railroad just outside the city this afternoon to commemorate the 100
th

 anniversary of 

the road‟s completion. 

 Monon President Warren Brown will hold the spike for the Senator to hammer into place 

with a sledgehammer. 



 The completion of 287 miles of track on June 24, 1854, linked for the first time the Ohio 

River at New Albany and Lake Michigan at Michigan City.  The road then was known as the 

New Albany and Salem Railroad. 

  

June 25, 1954 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Lost Child Delays Monon Ceremony 
 

 Greencastle, Ind.—The Monon Railroad, which linked the Ohio River and Lake 

Michigan 100 years ago, drove a golden spike Thursday to celebrate its centennial and cooled it 

with water from both. 

 Sen. Homer E. Capehart and President Warren W. Brown of the Monon teamed to drive 

the spke with the help from Miss Sue Sherrier of Lafayette, the “Monon Spike Queen.” 

 Mayor Russell C. Hileman of Michigan City and mayor Ernest T. Nuckles of Salem 

brought the jugs of lake and river water. 

 A “lost” passenger delayed the ceremony 30 minutes.  Three-year-old Gregory Barnes of 

Terre Haute got off at Greencastle to get some hot dogs and soda pop, and his grandparents, Mr. 

and Mrs. Estelle E. Barnes, didn‟t miss him until the train was almost out to the spike driving 

site. 

 A state trooper drove him to Putnamville and he was put on a handcar there and rushed to 

the ceremony. 

 

July 12, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Retired Monon Agent Expires In Delphi 
 

 Delphi, Ind.—Frank E. Rees, 85, a retired Monon railroad agent, passed away at 9:30 

p.m. Sunday at Home Hospital, Lafayette, after a one week‟s illness. 

 Born on November 7, 1868, in Francesville, he was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 

Rees.  His first marriage in 1892 was to Myrtle Williams, who died in 1937.  Later he married 

Anna Ridder. 

 Survivors are the wife, a son, Glenn, of West Lafayette; four grandchildren and seven 

great grandchildren. 

 Funeral services will be conducted at 2 p.m. Tuesday at the Elkenberry Funeral Home 

with the Rev. Forest Howell officiating.  Burial will be made in the Delphi Masonic cemetery.  

Friends may call at the funeral home. 

 

October 12, 1954 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Injuries Are Fatal 



 

 Indianapolis, Oct. 12—John Battle, 25, Indianapolis, was injured fatally today when a car 

in which he was riding collided with a Monon railroad switch engine. 

 

December 01, 1954 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Killed By Freight Train 
 

 Jeffersonville, Ind.—Walter Allen, 63, Sellersburg, was killed today when a Monon 

Railroad freight train struck a Clark County Highway Department road grader as he drove it on a 

crossing near Wilson. 

 Allen was thrown from the grader as the train struck the right rear wheels on a crossing 

near Ind. 63.  The train was not derailed but it was disabled for hours. 

 

February 12, 1955 

 

Oneonta Star 

 

Railroads Urged To Serve Public Interests 
 

 Cincinnati, Feb. 11—Warren W. Brown of Chicago, president of the Monon Railroad, 

tonight called on the nation‟s railroads to cease their attacks on other modes of transport and 

concentrate on improving their own operations and in serving the best interests of the public. 

 “This is the time,” he said, “to burn our crying towel.” 

 Brown spoke here at a “graduation” dinner for 200 Ohio and Kentucky railroad officials 

who have just completed a course in community relations offered at the University of Cincinnati 

under the sponsorship of the Railroad Community Committee of Greater Cincinnati. 

 Brown urged the railroad industry to “dynamite itself forward in a crusade of absolute 

honesty, a warmth of genuine concern for America‟s future and a zest for the preservation of free 

enterprise.” 

 He called 1955 a “year of decision” for the railroads and said; 

 “This is disturbingly apparent when you find that we are concern with an industry which 

has yet to gather itself together into a solid unit to formulate or institute any major reform that 

could be considered a departure from the accepted concept of conducting railroad transportation 

that has existed for 100 years.”  

 He pointed to a decreasing proportion of national business being earmarked for 

movement on railroads and urged the industry to begin “new and progressive programs” in 

courtesy, public relations, community relations and stockholder relations. 

 

March 8, 1955 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Henry C. Madlung, White Co. Councilman, Expires At Hospital 



 

 Monticello—Henry C. Madlung of Monon, a member of the White County Council, died 

Sunday night at St. Elizabeth‟s hospital, Lafayette. 

 A former White County school teacher, he had been a conductor on the Monon railroad 

for 32 years. 

 He was a member of St. Joseph‟s Church at Reynolds, of the Knights of Columbus of 

Rensselaer and the Order of Railway Conductors. 

 Survivors are his wife, the former Eva Viola Capper; one son, Jack, Indianapolis; three 

grandchildren; three brothers and two sisters; John, Monon; James, Lafayette; Edward, of here; 

Mrs. Marie Goble, Monon; Miss Ida Madlung, of here. 

 Friends may call at the Steward Funeral home, Monon and rites will be held Wednesday 

at two o‟clock at St. Joseph‟s church, Reynolds.  The Reverend Father Charles Muller will 

officiate.  Rosary will be recited this evening at 7 p.m. at the funeral home. 

 

April 18, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Eight Persons Escape From Car-Train Crash 
 

 Sheridan, Ind.—Eight persons emerged unhurt when a freight train struck their stalled 

auto at a crossing here. 

 The Monon Railroad train knocked the car off the tracks Saturday, but driver Russell 

Pickett, about 65, Sheridan, and seven of his relatives were only shaken up.  Included were five 

children age 2 to 12. 

 The car stalled on the tracks as the train approached less than a block away. 

 

April 28, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Train Strikes Pickup Truck In Monticello 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—A pickup truck driven by Jess C. Young, was extensively damaged 

Tuesday morning when it stalled on the Monon railroad tracks at the Ohio street crossing and 

was struck by a freight train. 

 Young and his wife were on their way to work when the truck stalled as they started to 

cross the tracks going east.  The couple saw the train, which was switching, and leaped to safety 

before the collision. 

 The north-bound train carried the truck 60 feet from the crossing, causing several 

hundred dollars damage to the vehicle and the aluminum ladders in the rear of it. 

 

May 22, 1955 

 

Logansport Press 

 



Two Persons Die Of Injuries Received In State Auto Accidents (Excerpt) 

 

 Claudine Wallace, 20-month-old daughter of Mrs. Ann Wallace of Campbellburg, died 

Friday night in a Salem hospital a few hours after a Monon Railroad train stuck Mrs. Wallace‟s 

stalled automobile at a crossing near Campbellsburg. 

 Mrs. Wallace grabbed her 3 1/2- month-old daughter, Vicky Elaine, before the train 

struck but was unable to get the other child out of the car. 

 

May 24, 1955 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Train Kills Man 
 

 Crawfordsville, Ind.—Sim Rector, 22, who worked at a junk yard here, was killed early 

today by a Monon Railroad freight train.  Engineer J.C. Herring of Bloomington said Rector was 

sitting on the tracks as the train rounded a bend and was hit as he started to run. 

 An uncle, Kiah Rector, was killed in 1932 when a Monon freight struck him. 

 

June 11, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Five Persons Hurt When Monon Train Strikes City Bus 
 

 New Albany, Ind.—Mrs. Wilma White, 42, New Albany, was seriously hurt Friday night 

and four other women were less seriously injured when a city bus was struck by a Monon 

Railroad freight train in downtown New Albany. 

 Other bus occupants hurt in the crash were Mrs. Edith Schaaf, 32, Mildred Horton, 52, 

and Margaret MacLeod,13, all of New Albany, and Mrs. Mildred Benson, 37, DePauw. 

 Police said the bus was dragged 27 feet before Engineer L.E. Tulty, Bedford, could stop 

the train.  The bus driver, Marvin Smith, 44, New Salisbury, escaped unhurt. 

 Authorities said a depot at the unguarded crossing apparently obstructed Smith‟s vision 

as he attempted to make a left turn.  He had stopped for the crossing and was partially across the 

tracks when he saw the engine, police said. 

 In his excitement, Smith was unable to shift the bus into reverse in time and the engine 

struck the front part of the bus. 

 

June 29, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Two Rail Motor Cars Collide; One Man Hurt 
 

 Bloomington, Ind.—Earl H. Smith, 50, Frankfort, was injured seriously Tuesday when 

two railroad motor cars collided head-on seven miles south of here on the Monon Railroad. 



 Bloomington hospital authorities said smith was in “serious” condition today. 

 More than 10 workmen were in the accident, but only Smith was injured, railroad 

authorities said. 

 Sheriff‟s deputies said the two small cars approached on a curve. 

 

(Headline from the June 30, 1955 Logansport Press read Collision On Monon, But It‟s Just 

Handcars.  KG) 

 

August 8, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Man Succumbs At Lafayette Hospital 
 

 Monon, Ind.—Charles A. Goble, 60, Monon, native and lifelong resident of White 

County, died at 7 p.m. Saturday at St. Elizabeth‟s hospital, Lafayette.  His death followed an 

illness of nine days. 

 He was born June 2, 1895, in White county, to Andrew J. and Nancy (McCollough) 

Goble, and was married April 13, 1929, to Marie Madlung, who survives. 

 A retired Monon railroad conductor, he served in the Army in World War I and was a 

member of the Radford Masonic lodge, the Odd Fellows lodge and American Legion post 319 

here, and the Brotherhood of Railway Conductors. 

 Surviving with the widow are three sisters, Mrs. Ella Orders of here, Mrs. Josephine 

Greene of Lafayette, and Mrs. Ruth Spronge, Michigan City.  Two brothers and two sisters are 

deceased. 

 Friends may call after 2 p.m. Monday at the Stewart Funeral Home here and final rites 

will be conducted there at 2 p.m. Tuesday.  The Rev. P.D. Burleigh will officiate and burial will 

be made in the Bedford Cemetery. 

 

September 6, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Leroy Trobaugh, 77, Of Delphi, Succumbs 
  

 Delphi, Ind.—Leroy (Roy) Trobaugh, 77, a retired telegrapher and ticket agent for the 

Monon railroad, died at 11 p.m. Sunday at the Deer Creek Nursing Home, where he had been for 

the last four months. 

 A well-known artist, he studied at the New York Art Academy. 

 Born in Carroll County, Jan. 21, 1878, he was the son of William and Elizabeth 

(McCord) Trobaugh.   

 Survivors are a number of nieces and nephews, including Mrs. Kate Weil, Mrs. Stell 

Givler, Mrs. Agnes McCouch, Mrs. Mabel Cole, and Mrs. Jesse Ashba, all of Delphi. 

 Friends may call at the Elkenberry Funeral Home, where final rites will be held at 3 p.m. 

Tuesday with the Rev. Harry Parker in charge.  Burial will be in the Masonic cemetery here. 

 



October 22, 1955 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Conductor Hurt Fatally 
 

 Lafayette, Ind.—Frank Killian, 65, a Monon railroad freight conductor, died Friday of 

injuries suffered Wednesday when he was struck by a free-rolling freight car. 

 Killian‟s legs were mangled in the accident in the Monon yards near U.S. 52 bypass. 

 

October 25, 1955 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Body By Track 
 

 Lafayette, Ind.—The body of Howard R. Young, 57, carrying papers listing Marion and 

Kokomo addresses, was found Monday along the Monon Railroad right-of-way three miles 

northeast of Lafayette.  State police said he apparently fell from a train. 

 

November 9, 1955 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

James E. Lane, 79, Claimed By Death 
 

 Flora, Ind.—James Edward Lane, 79, of Bringhurst, a retired Monon railroad employee 

and retired farmer, died at 2:30 o‟clock Wednesday morning at the St. Joseph hospital, Kokomo, 

of a cerebral hemorrhage.  He had undergone surgery ten days ago. 

 Lane was born Jan. 20, 1876, in Carroll County to Henry and Jane Ashby Lane.  He was 

married March 6, 1897, to Pearl Swaim and was a member of the Radnor Methodist Church, the 

Delphi Odd Fellows lodge and the Monon Railway Employees Union. 

 Survivors are the wife; a grandson, Willim Lane; and four great-grandchildren.  A son, 

William, died in 1926, and a daughter, May, in infancy.  Three sisters and two brothers also are 

deceased. 

 The body is at the Carter Funeral Home, where final rites will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, 

Rev. Lewis Deardorff in charge.  Burial will be in the Colburn Cemetery. 

 

December 31, 1955 

 

The Charleroi Mail 

 

Install TV Set In Railroad Car 
 

 Chicago, Dec. 31—A manufacturer Friday reported what it called the first installation of 

a television set in a private railroad car. 



 Motorola, Inc., said the set had been installed in the private car of Warren Brown, 

president of the Monon Railroad. 

 The firm said Brown reported “fine pictures along the entire route on a recent trip from 

Chicago to Rome, Ga.  He said he watched programs telecast from Chicago, Indianapolis, 

Cincinnati, Atlanta and Chattanooga. 

 

January 10, 1956 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Killed By Train 
 

 Bloomington, Ind.—A Monon Railroad train struck and killed Mrs. Amanda McHenry, 

76, Monday as she walked across the tracks at a city street crossing carrying a bag of corncobs. 

 

January 10, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon In Excellent Financial Condition 
 

 Chicago—The once bankrupt Monon Railroad has made a huge financial recovery, its 

stock trustees reported late Monday. 

 The road came out of bankruptcy May 1, 1946, and since then payments to security 

holders have exceeded the total cash resources held by the firm on the reorganization date, the 

report said. 

 It added security-holders “now own a much improved, solvent and profitable enterprise, 

having 20 percent greater assets and 30 percent greater net worth.” 

 

January 20, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Man Succumbs At Lafayette Hospital 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Rites for Samuel Carl Burroughs, 69, Monon, who died Wednesday at 

St. Elizabeth‟s hospital in Lafayette, will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday at the Stewart Mortuary, 

Monon. 

 The Rev. Earl Vaughn will officiate and burial will be in the Monon cemetery with 

Masonic graveside services. 

 Born in White County Sept. 14, 1886, to John Thomas and Lucinda Caroline (Swift) 

Burroughs, he was married Sept. 25, 1921, to Effie M. Fairchild, who survives. 

 A lifetime White County resident, he was a retired Monon railroad switchman was a 

veteran of World War I.  He belonged to the Bradford Masonic lodge at Monon and the 

American Legion post there. 



 Surviving with the widow are a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Ann Hoyes of Rensselaer; three 

grandchildren; and a sister, Miss Maude Burroughs, Los Angeles.  A daughter, three brothers and 

a sister are deceased. 

 Friends may call at the funeral home. 

 

February 4, 1956 

 

Logansport Press 

 

From the Delphi news section 
 

 Elsie Loveless is the plaintiff in a $40,000 damage suit against the Monon railroad in an 

action sent here from Tippecanoe County.  John Hicks is the plaintiff in another action and he 

seeks $25,000 damages from the Monon Railroad for injuries.  R.E. Peters is the attorney for 

both the plaintiffs in these two actions. 

 

Alva M. Thomas, 81, Of Bringhurst, Dies; Services At Monon 
 

 Delphi—Final rites will be at 2:30 Sunday at the Monon chapel near Monon for Alva 

Milton Thomas, 81, of Bringhurst. 

 A farmer and former Monon railroad employee, his death occurred at 6:35 p.m. Thursday 

at the St. Elizabeth hospital, Lafayette 

 Friends may call at Jackson Funeral Home from noon today until noon Sunday.  The 

body will lie in state one hour before the service.  The Reverend William Blessing will officiate. 

 Born at Battle Ground Jan. 12, 1875, he was the son of Martin and Elizabeth Thomas.  

His first marriage in 1889(?) was to Emma Garwood, who died in 1938.  Later he married Eva 

Varsher, who survives.  He was a member of the Monon Methodist Church. 

 Also surviving are two sons, Arthur, Bringhurst: Chester, Atlanta; a brother, Cooper, 

Monon; a sister, Mrs. Ida Miller, Frankfort; nine grandchildren; five great-grandchildren. 

 

February 6, 1956 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Model Train Fan Acquires Real Railroads 
 

 Chicago—A dynamic Chicago attorney who likes to play with model trains is becoming 

a collector of real railroads. 

 He is Ben W. Heineman, 42, somewhat of a youth as railroad executives go.  Beginning 

in May, Heineman will take over the 9,400 mile Chicago and Northwestern Railroad as board 

chairman and chief executive officer. 

 The tall LaSalle Street lawyer eased himself into the driver‟s seat this week when the 

line‟s present board of directors acceded to his demands for a “new look on the North Western.” 

 Heineman and four of his associates bought up stock in the road and will become 

members of the 17 man board without a proxy fight. 



 Heineman‟s next objective is to produce a money-making railroad out of the North 

Western. 

 He admits he does not have all the details mapped out this early in the game.  “But 

something is going to be done, you can be sure of that,” Heineman said of his plans. 

 Heineman has met other challengers in the railroad business and observers believe he has 

an excellent chance of making good again. 

 In June, 1951, he and two other lawyers sued the Chicago Great Western railroad for 

non-payment of dividends and came away with a fat victory. 

 The line made a settlement agreeing to pay 6 ½ million dollars to stockholders.  As for 

Heineman a federal court awarded him and a partner $305,000 in fees and $25,000 for expenses, 

ordering them to bill the railroad. 

 In March, 1954, Heineman acquired control of the Minneapolis and St. Louis Railroad 

where he still holds the chairmanship.  In December, 1955, Heineman and his group sold 73,000 

shares of the Monon Railroad to a group of New York financiers. 

 Currently Heineman‟s M. & St. L. is bidding to buy the Toledo, Peoria and Western 

Railroad for 12 million dollars.  Also seeking to purchase the line are the Santa Fe and the 

Pennsylvania roads. 

 Heineman, his wife Natalie and their two children, Martha and Ben Jr., are residents of 

Chicago‟s South Shore. 

 In 1951 the young railroad executive was a special Illinois assistant attorney general and 

headed an investigation that uncovered a 10 million dollar bogus cigarette stamp scandal in the 

state. 

 For his spare time he has an elaborate model railroad layout in his apartment, and, once in 

a while he said his boy even gets a chance to play with it. 

 

April 7, 1956 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Killed In Train Crash 
 

 New Albany—Four-year-old Dennis Ray Trindeitmar was killed Friday when he ran into 

the side of a Monon Railroad train while playing with his brother alongside the tracks.  Engineer 

Jessie Brinajar said he blew the whistle but the boy ran into the train trying to flee. 

 

April 12, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

From the Delphi news section 
 

 Sheriff C.L. Carey and city police were called to the Monon Railroad station Tuesday 

night after the third trick telegrapher, William Eberhard, of Monon, received a threat on his left 

over the telephone.  The call was traced to the public telephone booth on the courthouse square.  

Investigation is being made. 

 



April 13, 1956 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Obit 
 

 Last rites for James Bonty, 79, a native of Reynolds, who died late Wednesday afternoon 

at the Veterans Hospital in Indianapolis where he had been a patient for three days, will be held 

at 9 a.m. today at the Indiana State Soldiers Home chapel in Lafayette. 

 The Soller-Baker Funeral Home is in charge. 

 In 1905, he married Fannie Hurst.  She passed away in 1945.  Before his retirement in 

1927, he was a stationary fireman for the Monon Railroad and the American Laundry. 

 Surviving are a son, Charles, of Lafayette; a step-son, Earl Barnhart of Lafayette; two 

step-daughters, Mrs. Loren Nye, of Huntington, and Mrs. LeLota Knight, of Lafayette; two half 

brothers, George Bonty, of Marion, and Glen, of Indianapolis, and a sister, May McKee of 

Woodland, Calif. 

 

April 19, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Fire Routs Office Workers 
 

 Chicago—Mrs. Helen Gillis, 22, Gary, Ind., suffered smoke inhalation when she and 

about 2,800 office workers fled to safety Wednesday as fire broke out in a downtown office 

building. 

 Mrs. Gillis, a Monon Railroad employee, was taken to St. Luke‟s hospital for treatment. 

 One man was injured when the flames melted a gas meter, setting off an explosion in the 

22 story building. 

 

May 10, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Train Is Derailed 
 

 Carmel, Ind.—A Monon Railroad freight train was derailed near the south edge of this 

town today. 

 Seventeen cars left the tracks, all of them fully loaded and en-route to Indianapolis.  

About 100 yards of rails were torn up. 

 Carmel firemen, called when a report received that there was fire beneath one of the cars 

just before the wreck, said the accident apparently was caused by an overheated axle on one of 

the cars. 

 Conductor Jack Madlung, Monticello, Ind., said the train was traveling about 35 miles 

per hour when the first car jumped the rails. 

 Some of the cars plunged over an embankment and tore down utility poles. 



 The wreck blocked the main Monon route between Indianapolis and Chicago.  Passenger 

trains were rerouted over the Pennsylvania lines to Frankfort. 

 

May 14, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Railroad Is Denied Rehearing 
 

 Indianapolis—The Indiana Supreme Court denied a rehearing to the Monon Railroad late 

Friday in its efforts to discontinue agency service at Cedar Lake. 

 The State Public Service Commission authorized Monon to discontinue, but Newton 

Circuit Court reversed the PSC order.  PSC then appealed to the high court, which ruled the 

agency service must remain. 

 In Friday‟s action, the Supreme Court turned down a PSC petition for a rehearing, in 

effect reaffirming the order to maintain service. 

 

May 14, 1956 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Development Of Atomic-Powered Trucks Predicted 
 

 East Lansing, Mich.—Atomic-powered trucks, railroad yards operated electronically and 

flying boxcars capable of speeds of 500 miles an hour have been predicted for the future. 

 Thomas Robertson, executive director of the American Trucking Assn., saw the 

development of atomic-powered trucks. 

 He also predicted that within a decade “it should be possible to travel from one end of the 

country to the other on superhighways without seeing a traffic light.” 

 W.W. Brown, president of the Monon Railroad, Chicago, said freight yards are being 

more and more mechanized for loading and unloading and handling traffic. 

 John C. Emery, president of the Emery Air Freight Corp., New York, predicted the 

speedy air freight “for the shipping of perishables.” 

 

May 16, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Crossing Safeguards Sought In Tippecanoe 
 

 Indianapolis—Fifteen Tippecanoe County residents petitioned the Indiana Public Service 

Commission today to require protection at a Monon Railroad crossing eight miles south of 

Lafayette. 

 Representing the Southwestern Tippecanoe County School District, the petitioners said a 

new high school will be opened this fall near the South Raub Rd. crossing.  They asked that a 

flagman be stationed there or a flasher signal installed. 



 

June 9, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Railroad Safe, Payroll Checks Stolen 
 

 Indianapolis—A safe containing 100 payroll checks was stolen from the Monon 

Railroad‟s 38
th

 St. station Friday. 

 The checks were valued at $10,000.  The safe also contained $200 in cash. 

 Railroad officials warned merchants to require positive identification from persons trying 

to case Monon checks.  They feared the burglars would try to cash the checks immediately by 

forging endorsements. 

 

July 17, 1956 

 

Logansport Press 

 

From the Delphi news section 
 

 Carroll County authorities found a stolen car Monday morning on the Monon Railroad 

right-of-way, near the Stuntz-Yeoman Lime Kiln.  It belonged to the Coghill Used Car Company 

and had not been missed from the lot. 

 

July 18, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Brakeman Fatally Hurt 
 

 Greencastle, Ind.—Leonard Linder, 31, Lafayette, a Monon Railroad brakeman, died in 

Putnam County Hospital Tuesday night of injuries sustained three hours earlier when he fell 

beneath the wheels of a railroad car being switched to a lumberyard siding. 

 

July 20, 1956 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Munster Cub Scouts To Visit Monon RR 
 

 Munster—Cub Scout Pack 35 of Munster will visit the Monon Railroad yards and 

roundhouse, Hammond, at 10 a.m. Saturday.  The scouts will meet at Eads school at 9:30 a.m., 

and will be accompanied by Cubmaster Herbert Herman.  The tour will be conducted by the 

Monon trainmaster. 

 

October 2, 1956 



 

Logansport Press 

 

From the Monticello news section 
 

 A two-story frame storage building along the Monon Railroad track spur, leased by the 

Monticello Lumber Company, from the Monon for storage purposes was burned together with its 

contents in a blaze Sunday evening.  Loss amounted to about $500. 

 

 A coupler between two cars on the northbound Monon freight No. 90 broke and fell, 

tearing up some ties at the Ohio street crossing of the Monon track as the train was going through 

Monticello Friday night about midnight. 

 

October 12, 1956 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Monon Man Awarded $50,000 Damages For Injury To His Ankle 
 

 Chicago—Samuel Ward, 47, Monon, Ind., Thursday was awarded $50,000 damages for 

injuries suffered during a machinery-loading accident while he was employed by the Monon 

Railroad. 

 Ward, who was a section hand, suffered a broken right ankle Feb. 19, 1953, when 

machinery he was loading into a box car slipped and struck him. 

 His attorneys, Louis G. Davidson and Thomas Keating, charged the line with negligence 

for failure to provide a safe place to work and suitable loading equipment. 

 Ward is single.  The case was heard by Judge William J. Slater of Pana, Ill., City Court, 

sitting in Circuit Court. 

 

October 27, 1956 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Switchman Killed 
 

 Indianapolis—Clem Schilling, 58, a railroad watchman was killed Friday night when a 

Monon Railroad passenger train struck him near a city crossing. 

 

November 9, 1956 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Ask River Clean-Up 
 

 Complaining of health hazards and stench, residents of South Hammond in the area of the 

Little Calumet River have petitioned for cleaning out the river under the Monon Railroad bridge. 



 The petition, submitted to the Board of Public Works and Safety, has been referred to 

City Attorney James Richards also with instructions to advise Monon officials of the complaints. 

 The petition was signed by Donald Paxton, Hammond, and about 50 others. 

 They complained that conditions of the river are unhealthful, are conducive to flooding 

and that a constant stench exists. 

 The complaints uphold an earlier recommendation of City Engineer Joseph Wysong that 

dredging of the Little Calumet River from the Hart Ditch west of the state line is advisable. 

 

November 15, 1956 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

25 Cars Derailed 
 

 Bloomington, Ind.—Twenty-five cars, seven of them carrying color television sets, were 

derailed Wednesday on the Monon Railroad five miles south of Bloomington.  Other cars were 

loaded with grain, stone and canned goods. 

 

December 2, 1956 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Monon Train Hits Car At New Albany 
 

 Mr. and Mrs. James E. Edwards, New Albany, were killed when their auto was struck by 

a Monon Railroad passenger train at a private crossing outside New Albany.  Edwards was 50, 

his wife 47. 

 

December 16, 1956 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

5 Lose Lives In Crashes (Excerpt) 

 

 Mrs. Beatrice Buckman, 25, Borden, was killed Saturday when her car was struck by a 

Monon Railroad freight train at a crossing on a private road, 2 ½ miles west of Bennettsville in 

Clark County. 

 

December 19, 1956 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Rail Prexy‟s Gesture Lifts A Girl‟s Heart 
 

 Dyer—Kim Jorgensen of Dyer will have a merry Christmas thanks to the Monon 

Railroad, in exchange for a birthday which wasn‟t happy. 



 Her prize-winning dog “Smokey,” killed by a Monon train last month, has been replaced 

by a new German Shepherd puppy, a gift from the men who operated the freight train.  Kim has 

named the puppy “Monon.” 

 Two days before her 12
th

 birthday, Kim picked the body of her pet dog off the railroad 

track. 

 “This birthday is one she will never forget as long as she lives,” her mother said, in a 

touching letter to the Monon Railroad president.  “You see, Kim has lived and breathed training 

her dog Smokey.” 

 “Kim never went to her birthday party,” it continued.  “Instead she asked to be excused 

and took her flowers her daddy and I gave her and put them on Smokey‟s grave—behind the 

trailer in the railroad ditch.  She cares for it daily.” 

 “I am writing you this letter,” Mrs. Ruth Jorgensen explained, “hoping you will find it in 

your heart and schedule to drop her a note.  I know you understand her heart is broken and at this 

moment she feels she can‟t go on.” 

 The company president, Warren W. Brown, found in his heart and schedule more than 

just the time for a note.  He arranged for Kim to choose a new puppy, all paid for, at a kennel in 

Lombard. 

 “It won‟t take Smokey‟s place,” he said in response to Mrs. Jorgensen‟s letter, “but 

maybe it will help give Kim a new lease on life at a time when she seems to need it.” 

 Brown apologized for the accident, but explained how impossible it is for freight trains to 

stop quickly, even when the engineer sees an animal on the tracks. 

 James J. Lyons, Hammond freight agent, was instructed to find a replacement for the dog 

and present it to Kim.  She received her own “Monon” last week, in time for a Merry Christmas, 

and chose the dog‟s name herself. 

 An eighth grade student at St. Joseph School in Dyer, Kim is the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Henry Jorgensen, Dyer. 

 

December 27, 1956 

 

Bridgeport Telegram 

 

From the Business section 
 

 Monon Railroad reported an 11 month net of $880, 141 vs. $1,294,740. 

 

January 21, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Vet Retires After 42 Years 
 

 Chester B. Gaught, who spent two of his 42 years with the Monon Railroad in Hammond, 

will retire Jan. 31. 

 His current position is general mechanical foreman at Bloomington.  He worked in 

Hammond in 1939 and 1940. 

 



January 21, 1957 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Native Dies 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—Brooks Nixon, 60, Monon native and former Monon Railroad 

telegrapher, passed away at the St. Elizabeth hospital, Lafayette, Monday, four days after 

admitted there.  Services will be held at Lafayette. 

 

January 30, 1957 

 

Logansport Press 

 

From the Monticello news section 
 

 Edward G. Stradling, 75, former Monon Railroad official died unexpectedly in a hotel 

room at Columbus, Ga., Sunday morning.  Mr. and Mrs. Stradling were on their way to Florida 

for the rest of the winter.  They lived in Lafayette.  He was connected with the Monon Railroad 

for 38 years. 

 

February 13, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Hope For Triangle Corner (Editorial) 

 

 With the condemnation of the old building at the northeast corner of State Street and 

Hohman Avenue in Hammond, the problems of possible use of the property now faces the 

owners. 

 Some time ago when repairs were being considered it was found that the building, 

generally called the Triangle of Flatiron block, and consisting of several small shop spaces, was 

built tight against the Monon Railroad property line and really should have more space between 

it and passing trains.  Complying with this need would make the building shallower and less 

attractive, in case a new one is erected. 

 For some time we have heard the suggestion and the implied willingness of the railroads 

to move their tracks closer together where they converge to cross State Street.  It has been shown 

that if the Monon tracks were moved east alongside the Erie rails and the Nickel Plate tracks 

were given wider curve than at present so they would lie just east of the Erie the three lines will 

occupy such a narrow right-of-way that several important improvements would be possible. 

 First, with slight elevation of the tracks it would be possible to put State Street Under the 

tracks with enough room for approaches at each side without disturbing the street levels at 

Hohman Avenue or Bulletin Street. 

 Second, it would be possible to extend Lyman Avenue north from Russell to Sibley 

Street, using the former Monon property.   



 Third, the present owners of the Triangle block might purchase or lease additional land at 

the rear and “square up” the lot, providing space for the erection of an attractive and profitable 

business block which would do much toward restoring the old prestige of the State and Hohman 

intersection. 

 There are other angles to this consolidation of railroad tracks which have safety and 

economy aspects.  It might be well for the chamber of Commerce to go into the matter more 

fully.  

 In the meantime it is with some regret that old timers will see the razing of the old 

triangle block, one of the oldest buildings now standing in Hammond.  It has always had a 

couple stores, a hat-blocking shop, a shoe-shine parlor and a restaurant of sorts.  A long time ago 

they used to move the shinning stand to the sidewalk during warm weather and you got your 

treatment in the sun while waiting for the Green Line car to arrive.  It‟s hard to think of a new 

building there without most of these accommodations. 

 

February 24, 1957 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Injuries Cause Death 
 

 Crawfordsville, Ind.—Gene Frier, a 26-year-old Monon Railroad brakeman from 

Lafayette, died Saturday of injuries suffered Friday night when he was crushed by shifting 6-inch 

steel pipes in a gondola car on a switching train near Roachdale. 

 

February 27, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Cedar Lake Hearing On Monon Report Set 
 

 Cedar Lake—A public hearing will be held March 27 in Cedar Lake, on the possibility of 

reopening the Monon Railroad depot. 

 According to John Dousa, Cedar Lake Civic Club member who attended the Public 

Service Commission hearing in Indianapolis, abandonment of the depot without a public hearing 

was illegal. 

  

February 28, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

5 Monon Passenger Cars Are Derailed 

 

 Thayer, Ind.—Five cars were knocked off the tracks late Wednesday when a Monon 

railroad passenger train was derailed near the Kankakee River, just south of the Lake-Newton 

County line, less than an hour after leaving the railroad‟s Hammond depot. 



 Between 40 and 50 passengers escaped injury.  The locomotive did not leave the tracks.  

A long stretch of track was torn up in the accident and traffic was stymied for hours. 

 Cause was not immediately determined.  The railroad, however, was reportedly 

investigating the possibility that earth beneath the rails was softened by heavy rain, causing the 

rails to spread slightly. 

 

March 1, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 Services for Elmer F. Black, 68, formerly of Hammond, will be held at 1 p.m. Monday in 

Snyder Funeral Home, Hammond, with the Rev. Albert Van Gorp officiating.  Burial will be in 

Elmwood Cemetery. 

 A resident of Hammond for 50 years, Black moved three years ago to Haines City, Fla., 

where he died Wednesday, following a heart attack. 

 Surviving are two sons, Ralph L. of Black Oak and Dale of Haines City; a brother, Earl, 

and a sister, Mrs. Ethel Kuhn, both of North Webster, Ind.; and five grandchildren. 

 Black was a retired gateman for the Monon Railroad, and a former member of Christian 

Fellowship Church, Hammond. 

 

March 7, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Ragland is Monon Traffic „Veep‟ 
 

 Charles E. Ragland of Skokie, Ill., has been elected vice president in charge of traffic of 

the Monon Railroad. 

 He joined the Monon in 1935 as chief clerk in the Birmingham office.  Since 1951 he has 

been assistant in charge of traffic in Chicago.  He is member of the Chicago Union League Club. 

 

March 20, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Cedar Lake Club To Discuss Litigation 
 

 Cedar Lake—Progress on the Monon Railroad litigation will be discussed at the Friday 

meeting of the Cedar Lake Civic Club.  The meeting, open to the public, will be at 8 p.m. in 

American Legion Hall, Cedar Lake. 

 

March 21, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 



 

Monon Hikes Stock Shares 
 

 Monon Railroad stockholders voted Wednesday at their annual meeting to increase class 

B stock from 196,000 to 500,000 shares, and to retire 5,000 shares of Class A stock. 

 The increase was approved despite charges by Max Wohl of Brooklyn that it is a 

conspiracy of the directors to reorganize Monon‟s capital structure, to the detriment of Class B 

stockholders. 

 Wohl, who owns 16,000 shares of Class B and 2,200 shares of Class A stock, filed suit 

Wednesday in New York Supreme Court.  The Monon directors had no comment to make 

regarding the charge. 

 Emmanuel Gruss was elected a new director of the railroad.  In issuing its two-month 

financial statement, Monon reported losses of $38,482, as compared with $44,916 profits in the 

first two months of 1956. 

 

March 26, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Cedar Lake Seeks To Reopen Monon Railroad Depot 
 

 Cedar Lake—Questionnaires will be distributed among Cedar Lake businessmen during 

the next two months, to determine how much business the Monon Railroad can expect if the 

depot is reopened. 

 Sponsored by the Cedar Lake Civic Club, the survey will be conducted by John Dorsa, 

Jack Ray and Mrs.  William Peterson.  This committee, along with Elmer Wasserott and attorney 

Straley Thorpe, has been working to have the depot reopened. 

 The Monon Railroad has been granted a two-month extension to present its case 

adequately, and the Civic Club plans to determine the feasibility of reopening the depot before 

that time. 

 

March 28, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Delays Cedar Lake Depot Decision 
 

 Indianapolis—John Van Ness, chairman of the Indiana Public Service Commission, 

predicted today there “will be a decision very soon” on the request to reopen the Monon Railroad 

freight and passenger station at Cedar Lake. 

 The chairman said the matter “had not been brought to commission as a whole yet.” 

 A hearing at Cedar Lake Wednesday was attended by representatives of the commission, 

railroad and Cedar Lake Civic Club.  The civic club contends that the depot, which was closed 

Jan. 1, could get sufficient freight and passenger business to warrant its reopening.  A survey of 

business in the vicinity is being taken by the club to determine public opinion on the reopening 

request. 



 

April 19, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

City Frowns On Lewis St. Closing Bid 
 

 The city of Hammond isn‟t interested in closing streets over railroad crossings—no 

matter how remote—unless more important crossings are opened to traffic, City Atty. James 

Richards, president of the Board of Public Works and Safety, said Thursday when he learned the 

Monon railroad has asked to close the Lewis street crossing. 

 Richards, who received the proposal through the Hammond Coordinating Committee on 

Rail and Street Traffic, said the city is interested in opening up streets rather than closing them. 

 He specifically mentioned 169
th

 Street, which would bisect the Monon yards, and Carroll 

Street, which would traverse the Erie Railroad Yards. 

 In revealing plans to install gates at the Monon crossing at Waltham Street, Tony 

Kozubal, assistant superintendent, had asked the Lewis crossing be vacated.  He explained the 

crossing merely connects Blain and Lyman Avenues and is not a through street. 

 Richards said the railroad will have to file a petition for vacating the crossing before the 

board can take any official action. 

 

April 21, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

3 Injured In Hammond Traffic (Excerpt) 

 

 Jack Coughlin, 11, Hammond, received a minor head injury when he was brushed by a 

Monon railroad train at the Sibley Street crossing in downtown Hammond and was knocked to 

the pavement. 

 Officer Donald Creasbaum, who investigated the accident, said young Coughlin 

attempted to pass to the right of a car barricade along the Monon right-of-way at Sibley Street 

and was brushed by the train.  Creasbaum identified the engineer as Roland Short, Hammond.  

Conductor was Elmer Daumer, Hammond, and the fireman, who witnessed the mishap, was 

Harvey Cayton, Hammond. 

 Creasbaum said another bike rider, Paul Rodrick, Hammond, a companion of Jack‟s, had 

passed to the left of the bar barricade and was free of the train. 

 

April 25, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Cedar Lake Club To Hear Rail Report 
 



 Cedar Lake—A report of a recent meeting between representatives of the Cedar Lake 

Civic Club and the Monon Railroad will be given at a Civic Club session scheduled for Friday 

night at the American Legion Hall. 

 Mrs. William Peterson, secretary of the club, said the results of a survey of Monon freight 

facilities here will also be discussed.  The meeting, starting at 8 p.m., is open to the public. 

 

April 30, 1957 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Cory A. Corns, 73, Retired Telegrapher, Dies At Monon Home 
 

 Monon—Cory A. Corns, 73, a retired Monon Railroad telegrapher and station agent, died 

at his home here at 4:30 p.m. Sunday.  He had been ill five years. 

 Born in Radnor on March 1, 1884, he was the son of Aurelius and Esther (Antrim) Corns.  

He married Martha Ayres on Jan. 2, 1912. 

 Survivors include a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Elizabeth Miles, Detroit; three grandchildren, 

Maynard, Peter, and Elizabeth Evans; and a brother, Raymond, Battle Ground.  A child, two 

sisters and two brothers preceded in death. 

 The deceased had lived in Monon 18 years moving from Rensselaer and had retired from 

the railroad in 1952 after 42 years of service.  He was a member of the Rossville Masonic Lodge, 

the Order of Railway Telegraphers, and Modern Woodmen. 

 Final rites will be conducted at the Stewart Funeral Home with Harold Schlobohm (sp?) 

in charge.  Burial will be made in the Bedford cemetery. 

 Friends may call at the funeral home after 7:30 p.m. 

 

May 7, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Consolidation Of Railroad Activities Seen 
 

 A trend toward consolidating “many common” railroad activities is predicted by Warren 

W. Brown, president of the Monon Railroad. 

 Brown said that the pooling would include funneling through central facilities, 

settlements between railroads for per diem, car repairs and other items such as car interchange 

reports. 

 Speaking at the Traffic Group of the National Retail Dry Goods Assn. meeting, he said 

that a “material improvement in railroad methods and procedures, and at the same time 

substantially reduced payroll expenses” would result. 

 He said that such things as jointly owned or shared locomotive cranes stationed at 

important railroad common points could “bring about a reduction in the capital requirements of 

the railroad industry and at the same time insure that more modern and efficient units would be 

at our fingertips.” 

 

May 21, 1957 



 

Hammond Times 

 

Railroads Can‟t “See” Hammond Plan—Would Relocate RR Tracks 
 

 Relocation and consolidation of railroads traversing South Hammond has been 

recommended by the committee on permanent relief of the Hammond Coordinating Committee 

on Rail and Street Traffic. 

 The report further recommends construction of at least two north-south super-highways 

with grade separations at highly traveled east-west routes and the Tri-State Highway and Indiana 

East-West Toll Road. 

 Submitted by City Engineer A.G. Giannini, chairman, the report explains that 

consolidation of railroad routes would cut the number of required grade separations from about 

40 to only 10 and would make the plan financially feasible. 

 But the plan failed to gain favor with railroad representatives at the Monday night 

meeting at which the report was aired. 

 In adopting the plan, a revision of the Noonan plan and suggestions made by other 

groups, the committee further recommended that its contents be forwarded to officials of the 

Hammond rail lines and that the railroads be asked to provide civil engineers to further consider 

features of the consolidation proposal with city officials. 

 Generally, the consolidation would provide for moving the Erie and Monon railroad 

yards out of Hammond and rerouting their trains.  Monon trains would be rerouted west through 

Lansing and Munster over the P.C.C. and St. Louis route, while Erie and Chesapeake & Ohio 

trains would swing north on the New York Central line just west of Kennedy Avenue. 

 The plan generally proposed that the Monon switchyard be moved south of 45
th

 Avenue 

in Munster and that the Erie yard be transferred to Griffith. 

 The New York Central and Nickel Plate would also swing northwest along Kennedy 

Avenue instead of continuing on through downtown Hammond. 

 The consolidations would eliminate the maze of tracks at Hohman Avenue and in all of 

downtown Hammond. 

 The plan further proposed that the Erie yards be converted to residential, park and 

business property and that Sohl Avenue be connected with Southeastern Avenue and ultimately 

Indianapolis Boulevard. 

 Giannini further pointed out that consolidation would mean less expense to the railroads 

if they would work out a suitable approach to using joint rights-of-way. 

 But railroad men, led by William Wiarda, assistant superintendent of the Erie Railroad, 

argued that costs, trackage fees, moving costs and other expenses make the plan almost 

prohibitive. 

 Their objections promoted G. Homer Wolf, Fifth District City Councilman, to observe 

that the “railroad situation is maintaining status quo.”  Considerably perturbed by the 

“uncooperative attitude” expressed by the railroaders, Wolf noted that as a 10-year councilman, 

the same arguments and the same results had been repeated over and over. 

 He was reminded by Wiarda, however, that “this isn‟t a one-way street,” as railroads 

shifted some of the blame back to city officials. 

 The committee report generally focused attention on the 30-year grade elimination 

debates that had been tossed back and forth in Hammond. 



 The report noted that in April, 1930, the original Noonan plan was designed to eliminate 

much of the railroad-traffic congestion.  It died a few years later. 

 Similar approaches were tried again and again with no great success and a concentration 

effort was launched with formation of the present committee late last year.  That committee 

made these conclusions: 

 “It is the consensus of this committee that the railroads in Hammond must be encouraged 

to consolidate on common rights of way.  This proposal appears feasible and financially 

profitable to the railroads and must precede any efforts to construct the ultimate expressways that 

will finally eliminate traffic problems.” 

 Disclosing its studies of previous railroad consolidation recommendations, the committee 

made these observations: 

 “Since Hammond‟s growth in recent years has been in the south and east, the street-rail 

traffic problems are being accentuated with each passing year.  The communities to the south of 

Hammond are growing faster than Hammond itself and further point to the need for grade 

elimination to move workers through Hammond to their jobs in the plants along Lake Michigan. 

 “Our city is the center of a rapidly expanding metropolitan area and the only logical 

solution to our traffic ills will be the construction of two or more expressways.  At least two 

super-highways should extend north and south through Hammond.  Grade separation 

construction on several east and west streets are needed for local traffic in addition to the present 

Toll Road and Tri-State Highway. 

 “The construction of the above mentioned expressways would require the eventual 

expenditures of millions of dollars for approximately 40 grade separations.  This appears to be 

beyond the financing ability of the city and railroads.  But it is evident that consolidation of 

railroads, according to the best features of the various plans studied, would eliminate 

approximately 30 costly grade separations.  The 10 remaining overpasses or underpasses 

required for the uninterrupted flow of traffic would then be practical from a financial standpoint.  

Great savings would result to the railroad by eliminating existing crossings with gates and 

watchmen.  The maintenance cost of trackage on common right of ways would be equally 

divided.” 

 Railroad opposition also prompted the suggestion that the city might demand gates and 

watchmen at all crossings in the near future. 

 George Carlson, council president and head of the coordinating committee, also disclosed 

plans for presenting an ordinance limiting train speeds in Hammond. 

 Signing the sub-committee report along with Giannini were City Atty. James Richards, 

Traffic Engineer, Coucilman Wolf, Henry P. Kuehl, Michael Nau and Tyler Swanson. 

 

June 11, 1957 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Monon Lacks Funds To Buy New Coaches 
 

 Indianapolis—President Warren W. Brown said Monday his Monon Railroad doesn‟t 

have any money to replace its passenger coaches when they wear out. 

 Brown told the Indianapolis Traffic Club he couldn‟t predict what the Monon eventually 

will do about its unprofitable passenger service, but he did say; 



 “Abandonment of passenger service is something you‟re going to see more of in the 

months to come.  Trains and branches will be cut out by the larger railroads, and entire services 

will be dropped by the smaller roads.” 

 Brown said his road had a net loss of $1,220,000 on its passenger service last year, 

spending $3,050,000 and taking in only $1,830,000 for hauling passengers, mail, express and 

baggage. 

 “These cars we have won‟t last forever,” Brown said, “and the railroad doesn‟t have 

enough money, nor will it have enough in the conceivable future, to replace them.” 

 Brown claimed that the classic jeer, “The public be damned,” of the 19
th

 century 

railroadman Cornelius Vanderbilt has changed to a “railroads be damned” attitude whenever the 

rail lines try changes. 

 

June 20, 1957  

 

Greeley Daily Tribune 

 

Six Railroads Given National Safety Awards 
 

 Chicago—Six railroads Thursday won the Railroad Employees National Safety Award 

with a 1956 casualty rate of 62 percent below that for all railroads. 

 The award is given annually by the National Safety Council. 

 The six winning lines had a combined rate of 3.10 employees killed or injured for each 

million man hours worked.  The 1956 rate for all Class 1 railroads was 8.09. 

 Class 1 railroads are those with an annual operating revenue of more than one million 

dollars. 

 Recipients were Union Pacific Railroad Co., Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Co., Duluth, 

Missabe and Iron Range Railway Co., Monon Railroad, Charleston & Western Carolina Railway 

Co. and the Texas Mexican Railway Co. 

 In 1956, 240 railroad employees were killed on duty, compared with 245 in 1955.  NSC 

President Ned H. Dearborn said declining railroad employment might account in part for the 

accident death toll reduction. 

 

July 3, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 Frank Daumer, 66, of Hammond, died Tuesday at Mercy Hospital. 

 Services will be held Friday at 2 p.m. in the Clarence J. Huber Funeral Home with the 

Rev. Richard Miller officiating.  Burial will be in Chapel Lawn Cemetery.  Friends may call at 

the chapel after 7 p.m. today. 

 A native of Hammond, Daumer was a former train master on the Monon Railroad.  His is 

survived by the widow, Eva; two sons, Robert and Leroy of Hammond; two daughters, Mrs. 

Dorothy Sanders of Hammond and Mrs. Florence Van Wieren of Lansing; one brother, Christ of 



Kouts; three sisters, Mrs. Rosalle Osborn and Mrs. Florence Brown of Hammond, and Mrs. 

Gertrude Reynard of Kouts and 14 grandchildren. 

 

July 11, 1957 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Dies Under Train 
 

 New Albany—Larry Gordon, 8, New Albany, died Wednesday night shortly after he was 

thrown beneath the wheels of a railroad car when the handle bars of his bicycle caught on a 

moving Monon Railroad freight train. 

 

July 14, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Area Fights Flood Peril (Excerpt) 

 

 Monon Railroad Trestle at Little Calumet River—Railroad workers reported water rising 

around higher pilings and some fear that trestle might be undermined; called for assistance. 

 A Monon Railroad underpass at Cedar Lake was flooded, then held silt a foot deep after 

the water receded Saturday morning. 

 

July 18, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Reports $18 Theft From Cedar Chest (Excerpt) 

 

 Monon Railroad officials, 173 St. and Harrison Ave., Hammond, told police that six 

cartons of cigarettes were stolen from a J. Artim Trucking Co. semi-trailer.  The trailer and six 

others had the seals broken, the railroad reported. 

 

July 21, 1957 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Dies Under Train 
 

 Indianapolis—Edmund Sears, 58, Indianapolis, was killed Friday night by a Monon 

Railroad freight train on the north side of Indianapolis. 

 

July 22, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 



 

Raze Old Monon Depot 
 

 A 40-year-old downtown landmark—the vacant Monon depot on Sibley street—is being 

razed. 

 Roland Tapper, treasurer of A.H. Tapper Inc., which owns the building said plans for use 

of the property are still indefinite. 

 Demolition work on the stone and masonry structure began Sunday.  Because of the 

heavy stone construction, cranes are necessary, and it may take more than a week to raze and 

clear the site. 

 Tapper said the site will be used temporarily for private parking. 

 “But,” he added, “we intend ultimately o improve the property.” 

 Tapper said it was decided to remove the building because it cannot be used for business 

purposes.  He pointed out its only use since the Monon Railroad abandoned the site as a 

passenger depot was for storage of Christmas displays for downtown Hammond merchants. 

 The Tapper Corporation purchased the property from the Monon soon after the railroad 

finished construction of its new depot at Douglas St. and Lyman Ave. in 1953. 

 Oddly, the Sibley site had been the property of E.H. Tapper before the railroad purchased 

it. 

 

July 28, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Train Hurts Boy 
 

 A 14-year-old Hammond boy received only a minor head laceration Friday when he 

walked into the side of a train.  Ray Wood, 14, Hammond, was treated for the head cut at St. 

Margaret Hospital, police report. 

 Wood was walking along the Monon Railroad tracks between Fayette and Sibley streets 

when he suddenly turned into the side of a train.  Police identified the engineer as Clifford 

Huber, Munster. 

 

August 26, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 Rensselaer—A former resident of Hammond, Thomas Jones, 71, died at his home here 

Sunday morning following a long illness.  Services will be held here at 2 p.m. at the Jackson 

Funeral Chapel with the Rev. W.C. Bruce officiating. Burial will be in Weston Cemetery. 

 Mr. Jones moved from Hammond in 1947.  He was a retired telegrapher and station agent 

for the Monon railroad.  Mr. Jones, a navy veteran of World War I, was a member of the Mason 

Lodge in Medaryville. 



 Survivors include his widow, Ida and two brothers, Lewis of Covington, Ky. and Oren of 

Indianapolis. 

 

September 13, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Brighten The Corner Where You Are (Editorial) 

 

 A Monon Railroad maintenance crew is out these days with a mowing machine, 

whacking away at the weeds which line the right-of-way through Munster and Hammond. 

 The boys must feel a bit discouraged at some places where they encounter the messes of 

trash, tree trimmings, discarded junk and even garbage.  Some residents of adjacent property 

regard the railroad bank as a dumping ground and it presents a sorry sight. 

 Quite in contrast are those occasional spots along the railroad where the nearby property 

owners accept the usually weed grown stretch as a challenge.  There you will find, not weeds but 

grass and a couple beds of petunias, marigolds, zinnias and other easily-grown flowers.  Keeping 

the grass mowed is a part of the operation. 

 Such well-kept spots make the railroad present a pleasant back ground to the home and 

the people responsible.  They are much nicer to look at than weeds and garbage cans and they 

attract much attention and favorable comment from passing motorists. 

 The Monon must like it too, although we haven‟t heard of its officials thanking such 

public-spirited neighbors. 

 

September 20, 1957 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Train Smashes Auto At Monticello; Driver Hurt Slightly 
 

 Monticello, Ind.—C.A. Kendrick escaped with cuts and bruises when his 1952 model car 

was demolished by a south-bound Monon railroad passenger train at the Broadway crossing at 9 

p.m. Wednesday. 

 Kendrick, headed west, told officers he saw the warning flashers, but did not observe the 

train, which struck the middle of the car sending it spinning and sliding until it came to a stop 

across the tracks in front of the Super test service station. 

 Kendrick was taken in the Smith and Aufenberg ambulance to the White County 

Memorial Hospital, where he was treated for his injuries and released. 

 

September 29, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon President Speaker At Rail Union Conclave 
 



 Lafayette, Ind.—H.E. Gilbert, international president of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 

Firemen and Enginemen will speak at the organizations 37
th

 state convention in Lafayette, Oct. 4 

and 5. 

 Warren Brown president of the Monon Railroad also will speak. 

  

September 30, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Train-Truck Crash Kills Lowell Man 
 

 A Lake County Highway department worker was killed instantly shortly after 11 a.m. 

today when a county highway department spreader truck he was driving was struck by a Monon 

railroad passenger train at an unmarked grade crossing one-quarter of a mile north of Creston, 

near Lowell.  He was identified as Robert C. Sharkey, 53, of Lowell. 

 Sharkey reportedly was driving the truck south over the crossing and had almost clared 

the tracks when the southbound No. 11 Monon train smashed into the rear part of the vehicle and 

tore it apart.  Parts of the truck were strewn 50 yards from the crossing. 

 Cedar Lake and Lowell volunteer firemen were dispatched to the scene in response to a 

report that the truck had caught fire.  Firemen, however, found no fire. 

 Lowell police were still at the scene this afternoon.  Names of the train crew were not 

immediately available.  The train had stopped, but was delayed only a short time. 

 

October 9, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Ups Kozubal 
 

 Tony Kozubal, 46, East Chicago, has been promoted to superintendent of the Chicago 

district of the Monon railroad.  Kozubal‟s headquarters are in Hammond. 

 An employee of the railroad for 30 years, Kozubal had been assistant superintendent for 

the past year following a promotion from trainmaster. 

 His promotion was announced by C.A. Bick, vice president in charge of operations. 

 Starting as a laborer in 1927, Kozubal worked in the storeroom, round house and in the 

yards before stepping up as trainmaster seven years ago. 

 Kozubal is married and has a 15-year-old son, Thomas, a sophomore at Bishop Noll High 

School. 

 

October 30, 1957 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Halloweeners Foul Railroad Flasher Light 
 



 Delphi, Ind.—Carroll County authorities Tuesday were investigating a Halloween prank 

which could have resulted in tragedy at a railroad crossing south of here. 

 The flasher signals at the Monon railroad crossing on the crooked road between here and 

Flora went off when the battery charging the signals went down as a result of what appeared to 

be a Halloween prank. 

 Barbed wire had been placed across the tracks a short distance from the crossing in such a 

manner that the signals were started.  The prank was apparently committed Monday night and 

discovered Tuesday. 

 The discovery was made after a similar prank was found at the Wabash Crossing on state 

road 218 four miles east of here.  Baling wire had been placed across the tracks about 40 feet 

from the crossing there, but the signals were still on when it was found, since the battery 

supplying the power is self-charging. 

 The Wabash crossing prank was discovered by Bill Myers, a railroad tower employee, 

who noticed the signals remaining on.  A maintenance man investigated and the Monon railroad 

was alerted to check for stuck signals, resulting in discovery of the crooked road crossing trick. 

 It was noted that visibility at the crooked road crossing as cars approach is extremely 

limited, making lack of flasher signals extremely hazardous.  Deputy Sheriff John Miller and a 

railroad detective were investigating. 

 

November 1, 1957 

 

Oneonta Star 

 

Railroad Freight Cars Now Can Be Weighed On The Move 
 

 Hammond, Ind., Oct. 31—Railroad freight cars no can be weighed while they‟re on the 

move. 

 The revolutionary method weighs cars without stopping, switching or uncoupling them. 

 “This is the biggest advance in railroading since the diesel locomotive,” says Samuel H. 

Levenson of Cincinnati, Ohio, president of the International Railroad‟s Weighing Corp., of 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

 The firm developed the system with the cooperation of the Monon Railroad.  The method 

utilizes special tracks which break the bind between couplers by causing the weighed car to rise a 

few inches higher than the road bed. 

 Top railroad and business executives at the demonstration were told the system will 

increase the speed of rail shipments by 7.4 percent and put the equivalent of 23,000 new railroad 

cars into service as well as increase rail earnings in excess of a quarter of a billion dollars 

annually. 

 Levenson said it will enable railroads to complete with trucks on more equal term, 

especially on short halls. 

 At present, most weighing operations require every car to be detached from its train, then 

placed on the scale alone or coasted over the scale at a predetermined speed. 

 

November 5, 1957 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 



 

Obit 
 

 Mrs. Emma A. Hillhouse, 65, died unexpectedly at 6 p.m. Monday at the Welcome Inn 

café, which she managed with her husband. 

 She was born Oct. 8, 1892, in Lafayette to William and Lyda Niehus Seltemyer and was 

married in 1924 to Harry Hillhouse. 

 For 28 years she was a purchasing clerk for the Monon Railroad.  She and her husband 

managed a restaurant at Maple Point in Lafayette before moving to Delphi. 

 Mrs. Hillhouse was a member of the Salem Reform Church in Lafayette, and the Eastern 

Star Lodge.   

 She is survived by her husband; a son, Charles H., Lafayette; two brothers, George 

Seltemyer, Clearwater, Fla., and Richard Seltemyer, Indianapolis; and several nieces and 

nephews. 

 Friends may call at the Jackson funeral home, where service will be held at 1:30 p.m. 

Thursday, with the Rev. Loran Campbell officiating.  The Rose chapter of the Eastern Star will 

conduct services at the Jackson Chapel at 7 p.m. Wednesday.  Burial will be in Springvale 

cemetery in Lafayette. 

 

November 7, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 El Paso, Tex.—Trenson Thompson, 77, a former resident of Hammond, died Wednesday 

at the home of his son, Roy, in El Paso, Tex., following a short illness.  Funeral arrangements are 

incomplete at the Oxemann Funeral Home, Hammond. 

 Mr. Thompson lived in Hammond for 60 years and was employed by the Monon 

Railroad.  In addition to his son, he is survived by a sister, Mrs. Tress Ball of Los Angeles, Calif, 

and a grandson. 

 

November 11, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 Charles (Chuck) Jones, 56, of Hammond, died Sunday at St. Margaret Hospital following 

several years of illness. 

 Services will be held Wednesday at 2 p.m. in St. Paul Lutheran Church with the Rev. Dr. 

Walter F. Lichtsinn officiating.  Burial will be in Concordia Cemetery.  Friends May call after 7 

p.m. today at the Neidow Funeral Home, Hammond, and after 10 a.m. Wednesday at the church. 

 Mr. Jones was employed by the Monon Railroad for 37 years and was a lifelong member 

of the St. Paul Lutheran Church.  He was also well known in bowling circles. 



 He is survived by one brother, Edward F. of Hammond, and five sisters, Mrs. Charles 

Nemitz, Mrs. Al Rutz and Miss Minnie Jones all of Hammond, Mrs. Gus Warner of Munster and 

Mrs. Charles Tevis of Lansing. 

 

November 21, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Monon Net Up For October 
 

 Monon Railroad reports net income for October of $190,000 a sharp upturn from 

September when the road showed a net loss of $60,000. 

 Net income for October also provided an increase over October 1956 net income of 

$183,000. 

 

November 24, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

The Calumet Spotlight 
 

 Tony Kozubal, East Chicago, Monon Railroad supt., is sad these days because of the 

order to take the dining cars off between Chicago and Indianapolis—thus Hammond folks are 

sort of miffed, too.  The road sold delicious meals, he said. 

 

December 1, 1957 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Automatic Gate Plan Launched By Monon 
 

 What has been described as the first step in a $400,000 automatic railroad gate 

installation program has been completed in Hammond. 

 Rating the initial acclaim is the Monon Railroad which recently completed installation of 

automatic gates at its Waltham Street crossing east of Hohman Avenue. 

 Accomplished through the Hammond Coordinating Committee on Rail and Street 

Traffic, the installation is the first of more than a dozen such installations which are expected to 

be made in the next few years. 

 William Wiarda, Erie superintendent, said materials for their installations at White Oak 

Avenue and 173
rd

 Street have been ordered and should arrive soon.  Installation will start 

immediately, he said. 

 Tony Kozubal, Monon superintendent at Hammond, said his company is pleased to 

cooperate with the Hammond committee in the automatic gate installation program.  He said the 

Monon‟s Detroit Street crossing is in the 1958 gate program. 



 The Monon was the first to move on the program which was adopted in Hammond last 

spring when a report by Traffic Engineer Lawrence Hoffman pinpointed the major street-rail 

crossings where maximum protection is needed. 

 The South Shore Line and the Baltimore and Ohio are slating major gate installations to 

get underway in the next year, while the Chesapeake & Ohio is collaborating with the Erie on 

installation along their joint right of way. 

 Local officials have been highly complementary of railroad cooperation in the program—

with the exception of the Nickel Plate Railroad. 

 Thus far, the Nickel Plate has refused to install such gates at its Parrish and Arrizona 

Avenue crossings—locations where the need is great according to Traffic Capt. James Larimer.  

 Recent traffic checks conducted by the Hammond Police department indicate that traffic 

over Parris and Arizona Avenues is growing, Lawrence disclosed.  He has insisted on the gate 

installation, even to the point of threatening to press for new legislation if necessary. 

 City Council President George Carlson, chairman of the street and rail traffic committee, 

was among the first to heap praise upon the Monon Railroad for its initial installation. 

 “It proves that things can be accomplished in a cooperative spirit,” Carlson said.  The city 

councilman has been a leader in organizing the committee and in battling to remedy vast 

numbers of street-rail problems in Hammond. 

  

December 17, 1957 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Arnold W. Zeider Dies Suddenly 
 

 Arnold William Zeider, 50, died at Memorial hospital at 1 p.m. Monday shortly after 

suffering a heart attack at the Hardy and Hopkins company, where he was employed.  

 Previous to is employment at the local business, he had been a machinist 24 years for the 

Monon Railroad at Lafayette. 

 Born Oct. 23, 1907, in Logansport, he was the son off Warren and Viola (Scales) Zeider.  

His marriage was June 30, 1929 to Marth Pauline Greider at Kewanna and she survives. 

 Others survivors include two daughters, Mrs. Beverly Sue Henry, Royal Center; Mrs. 

Doris Jean Rist, Kokomo; the mother Mrs. Viola Hight; a brother, Kenneth E., of Lafayette; and 

two grandchildren. 

 Friends may call at the Fisher Funeral Home after 7 p.m. Tuesday.  Final rites are 

pending. 

 

December 27, 1957 

 

Bridgeport Telegram 

 

From the Financial section 
 

 Monon Railroad reported an 11-month net of $526,882 vs. $880,141. 

 

January 2, 1958 



 

Hammond Times 

 

Driver Escapes In Train Crash 
 

 A motorist was uninjured this morning when his car was struck by a Monon Railroad 

train at the 165
th

 street crossing in Hammond. 

 Police said the car was only slightly damaged in the 10:30 a.m. mishap and the train 

continued its route.  Identity of the driver was not available. 

 

January 20, 1958 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Railroads In „Survival‟ Fight Against Many Unjust Restrictions (Editorial) 

 

 The Calumet Region as one of the focal points for the nation‟s vast railroad network 

should be intensely interested in arguments which the lines are presenting now to the Senate 

Surface transportation Subcommittee.  As the business slow-down continues, the plight of the 

carriers becomes more serious. 

 The railroad presidents have long ago quite fighting among themselves.  Yet they are 

suffering from many restrictions imposed in former years at the behest of one or another railroad 

which could stand the restriction better than the then opposition.  Now they seek to cast these and 

many other impositions aside to leave themselves to meet highway and air competition. 

 They plead for survival against strangling excessive taxes, devastating government 

subsidies for competing transportation media, and throttling government regulations generally, 

that keep the railroads from making enough money to help themselves out of mounting deficit 

problems. 

 When business in general declines, as in the last several months, no whole industry gets 

into more trouble more quickly than railroading.  That is largely because capital investment plays 

such a large role in rail expenses, and raw materials a minor role.  Unlike a factory with 35 

percent fewer orders say, a railroad cannot shut down 35 percent of its operations, or even any 

percent at all, that‟s worth mentioning. 

 The roadbed costs as much to keep up, almost, whether few or many freight and 

passenger cars pass over it.  To operate a freight train of 30 cars costs as much, almost, as to 

operate one of 50.  The same with a passenger train of seven or one of 17. 

 All this should not be interpreted as meaning that everything was all sweetness and light 

for the railroad industry while business was booming some months ago.  For even then, 

railroading was suffering from steadily increasing competition by trucks, buses, autos, planes, 

pipe lines and water carriers. 

 And to add insult to the railroad‟s injury, many of their competitors are helped to 

compete by government subsidies—direct as in the case of the airlines, or indirect such as the 

construction  and repair of highways.  In addition, according to railroad management, the roads 

are prevented from resorting to any eleasticity to meet the competition because they are 

hamstrung by the tight inelastic government regulations imposed upon them. 



 Take for instance, the case of airports versus railroad stations.  In Chicago the 

municipally owned Midway Airport pays no taxes, yet the railroads‟ Union Station last year paid 

$913,000 in taxes. 

 The Washington National Airport, built at a cost of 36 million dollars, runs a reported 

deficit of about four million dollars a year—both building cost and deficit have to be met with 

the taxpayers dollars, and it obviously pays not taxes.  Yet the Washington Union Railroad 

Station has paid more than 3 ½ million dollars in property taxes since 1941. 

 All of this naturally puts railroads which compete with other forms of transportation for 

passengers and freight, at a marked disadvantage.  The supreme irony of it is that the railroads 

are forced, through payment of taxes, to help finance this competition against themselves. 

 The “survival” for which the railroads are now pleading in Washington is not only 

important to them—it is even more important to the best interests of the people of the United 

States. 

 

January 27, 1958 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Liked Editorial 
 

 I read your editorial of Monday, January 20, with a great deal of interest.  It is a matter of 

great satisfaction to me personally and also to the Monon Railroad that forward-looking leaders 

have evaluated the so-called railroad problem and are recognizing the need for corrective action.  

I was expecially struck with the clarity and brevity with which you outlined the salient features, 

and am taking this opportunity to sincerely congratulate you on your broad views. 

    Carl Bick 

    Vice President-Operations 

    Monon Railroad 

 

April 4, 1958 

 

Bridgeport Telegram 

 

From the Financial news section 
 

 Monon Railroad reported a first quarter net of $73,214 vs. $81,294 in 1957. 

 

April 29, 1958 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Monon Seeks To End Passenger Service 
  

 Indianapolis—The Monon Railroad, known as “The Hoosier Line” because it has no 

routes in any other state, today asked permission to go out of the passenger train business. 



 Monon filed a petition with the Indiana Public Service Commission asking authority to 

discontinue one daily round-trip run between Chicago and Louisville and two round-trip runs 

between Chicago and Indianapolis. 

 

April 29, 1958 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Monon Would Drop Passenger Service 
 

 Indianapolis—The Monon Railroad, serving Indiana almost exclusively and known as 

“The Hoosier Line,” asked authority Monday to discontinue all passenger service. 

 At present the railroad operates two daily passenger trains between Chicago and 

Louisville and four daily between Indianapolis and Chicago.   

 The Monon‟s petition to the Public Service Commission said the company has lost 

$5,849,752 on its passenger service since Jan. 1, 1946. 

 

April 29, 1958 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Monon Railroad seeks To Drop Passenger Trains 
 

 Indianapolis—The Monon Railroad asked the Public Service Commission Monday for 

authority to drop all its passenger service. 

 The railroad operates two trains daily between Chicago and Louisville and four daily 

between Chicago and Indianapolis. 

 The railroad said “increased operating costs and lower revenues over the years” have 

created an “economic plight” which jeopardizes the railroad‟s ability to continue its freight 

service. 

 The Monon said its total losses on passenger service since Jan. 1, 1946 are $5,849,752.  

Last year the loss was $622,948; in 1956, $539,608, and in 1953, $397,260. 

 Principal Hoosier cities served by the line are Indianapolis, Hammond, New Albany, 

Lafayette, Frankfort, Greencastle, Crawfordsville, Bloomington and Bedford.  The Monon also 

has a spur line running from Monon to Michigan City, but this has not carried passenger trains 

for many years. 

 

April 30, 1958 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Troubles For The Monon (Editorial) 
 

 There is a real sign of the times in the petition of the Monon Railroad asking the consent 

of the Public Service Commission to the discontinuance of its passenger service and its 

concentration on freight transportation.  The railroad‟s petition claimed that since Jan. 1, 1946, 



the railroad had lost $5,849,752 on its passenger service—enough, the petition added, to 

jeopardize the continuance of even freight service. 

 It remains for the Public Service Commission, of course, to determine the facts of the 

case and to decide what course of action is in the best interests of the people of Indiana.  Yet in 

the very existence of the petition, Americans can see another step toward the weakening of the 

railroad system so important to their welfare and progress. 

 What the Monon has experienced on a relatively small scale, other lines are experiencing 

on a large scale.  The real issue is whether 15 or 20 years will find railroad passenger service a 

thing of the past. 

 

May 10, 1958 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Drop Service 
 

 Indianapolis—The Public Service Commission Friday authorized Monon Transportation 

Co. owned by the Monon Railroad, to drop its station-wagon bus service between Mitchell and 

French Lick. 

 The firm has been making four daily round trips, carrying an average of 1 ½ passengers a 

trip.  Testimony at the hearing cited heavy losses. 

 

May 16, 1958 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Rail Crossing Action Sought 
 

 Indianapolis—Fifteen Tippecanoe County residents petitioned the Indiana Public Service 

Commission Tuesday to require protection at a Monon Railroad crossing eight miles south of 

Lafayette. 

 The petitioners, representing the Southwestern Tippecanoe County School District, said a 

new high school will be opened this fall near South Raub Rd. crossing. 

 They specifically asked that a flagman be stationed there or a flasher signal installed. 

 

June 5, 1958 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

2 Die As TV Antenna Touches Power Line 
 

 Bloomington, Ind.—Two Monon Railroad workers were killed Wednesday and a third 

was burned when a television antenna touched a power line. 

 The three men were in a crew of six installing the antenna at the Monon Railroad yards. 

 The metal aerial struck the power line and 7,200 volts of current killed Roy Manley, 55, 

Lafayette, and Hugh Albert McGuire, about 50, Bloomington. 



 Less Underwood of Bloomington was reported in fair condition with burns on the feet 

and hands. 

 A. Kelley of Lafayette, an engineer helping install the antenna escaped injury. 

 

June 6, 1958 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Hearing Set On Monon Petition 
 

 Indianapolis—A public hearing will be conducted here June 23 by the Indiana Public 

Service Commisison to give the Monon Railroad a chance to present its case for dropping all 

passenger train service. 

 Further hearings will be scheduled later in cities along the Monon rout so communities 

and private citizens may give their views on the issue.  No cities have formally protested the 

proposed stoppage thus far to the PSC. 

 The railroad wants to cut out all its passenger trains—which consist of four daily runs 

between Indianapolis and Chicago, plus two runs daily between Chicago and Louisville. 

 Monon officials say the passenger service lost $5,849,752 in the period 1946-57. 

 

June 12, 1958 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Ora E. Mohler, 68, Carroll Native, Dies At Monon; Rites Friday 
 

 Monticello—Final rites for Ora E. Mohler, 68, of Monon, native of Carroll County, will 

be at the Stewart Funeral Home, Monon, Friday at two o‟clock, with the Reverend Randall 

Schenkel officiating.  Burial will be in the Bedford cemetery. 

 Friends may call at the funeral home after ten o‟clock this morning. 

 His death occurred at the home of Merle Blackburn.  He had been taken there June 8
th

 to 

get out of the high water near his home.  He had been ill for five years. 

 Born May 7, 1890, in Carroll County, he was the son of George and Elizabeth Bowen 

Mohler.  His marriage in 1909 was to Bertha Smith. 

 A resident of Monon 48 years, he was a retired employee of the Monon Railroad and a 

member of the Monon Presbyterian Church. 

 Surivors are his wife; one son, Wilbur, of here; a daughter, Mrs. Alberta Jenkins, 

Rensselaer; six grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; four brothers and two sisters; Frank, of 

Branch, Mich., John, Delphi; William, Frankfort; Charles, Monon; Mrs. Malvina Rhine, Romeo, 

Mich.; Mrs. James Shepman, Rossville.  Two brothers and one sister; one son and two daughters 

preceded him in death. 

 

June 24, 1958 

 

Anderson Herald 

 



Monon Seeks All Passenger Service End 
 

 Indianapolis—The Monon Railroad began attempts to drop all its passenger service 

Monday by telling the Indiana Public Service Commission it lost nearly six million dollars on 

passenger operations since 1946. 

 In a public hearing designed solely to present the railroad‟s side of the case Monon 

President Warren W. Brown said the line tried every conceivable method to increase passenger 

revenue but failed. 

 Even becoming the first American railroad to switch completely to all-diesel service 

didn‟t help, Brown testified. 

 The Monon comptroller, Raymond E. Novy, submitted figures showing the line lost 

$5,849,752 in the period 1946-57. 

 But Public Counselor Frank L. Harlor urged the PSC to demand proof that the Monon 

made sincere efforts to maintain good passenger service before allowing it to be discontinued. 

 Other hearings will be staged later here and in cities along the Monon route to obtain 

testimony from the public and from civic officials. 

 

September 18, 1958 

 

Bridgeport Post 

 

From the Financial news section 
 

 Monon Railroad reported an eight-month loss of $15,828 vs. a net of $331,204 in 1957. 

 

September 28, 1958 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

IU Opposed TO Monon‟s Curb Of Passenger Service 
 

 Bloomington, Ind.—The Monon Railroad ran into opposition from Indiana University 

Saturday on its proposal to discontinue passenger service through Bloomington on its Lousiville-

Chicago line. 

 “I am authorized to say that the intention of Indiana University is to oppose the petition 

of the Monon…” E. Ross Bartley, head of the IU News Bureau, said. 

 “The university feels that its interests, the interests of its faculty and students, is to 

oppose this petition.  The interest and the future of the university depends on some means of 

passenger service in and out of Bloomington.” 

 David Day, Monon attorney, called the proposal “simply a matter of dollars and cents” 

and said the railroad is losing about $600,000 a year on carrying passengers. 

 “Passenger service on the railroad is as outdated as the buggy whip—people want to use 

their own automobiles,” Day said. 

 A railroad firemen‟s union representative and several other citizens spoke against the 

proposal. 

 They appeared at an informal hearing called by Mayor Thomas L. Lemon. 



 

October 4, 1958 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Passenger Service Cuts Hurt Indiana (Editorial) 
 

 Bloomington‟s Mayor Tom Lemon blamed stores being open on Friday nights for the 

poor showing of town and gown people who came to the City Hall for a meeting to protest a 

petition of the Monon Railroad to drop passenger train service to the college town. 

 Since so many families in Indiana have sons or daughters in Indiana University, the 

railroad situation there is typical of that causing grave concern where trains are being dropped 

over the state.  Here is a cross section of thinking about taking off passenger service by railroads 

as expressed at the meeting. 

 George W. Henley, a state figure from having been majority leader of the House in the 

legislature, and David I. Day, Monon attorney, presented the case of the Monon for dropping 

passenger service. 

 1.  The Monon Railroad is losing $600,000 a year on passenger service.  2.  Air travel and 

government subsidies of airlines offer unfair completion to railroads.  3.  There are 56 million 

automobiles on highways.  4.  The trucking industry uses public roads, not expensive roadways, 

like the railroads build. 

 If the Monon pulls out of Bloomington the city stood to lose $68,500 in taxes and 15 

local workers would lose their jobs, protectors said. 

 E. Ross Bartley, director of the IU News Bureau, said that federal taxes and the “full 

crew law” which designates the number of crew members on trains with more than 39 cars are 

hurting railroads. 

 Lawrence Gray, Railroad Brotherhood engineer 38 years, said “lack of promotion, 

improvement in service, and scheduling, suited to businessmen‟s hours were reasons for lack of 

railroad passengers.” 

 Mrs. Bertha Gregory, a mother, said she couldn‟t get to Chicago to see her four sons if 

the passenger trains were removed. 

 This unhappy chapter in the glorious part railroads have played in development of 

Indiana is going on in a score of Hoosier cities today.  Railroads are losing money hand over fist 

on passenger operation and making money on freight hauling. 

 The 85
th

 Congress passed a railroad relief bill, giving more flexibility in railroad freight 

charges and loans for distressed railroads.  One feature of the new law is that a commission will 

be created for intense study of railroad problems, including how many trains should be kept for 

public service. 

 

October 5, 1958 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Obit 
 



 Stewart Reprogle, age 71, died Saturday morning at the Monticello Nursing Home.  He 

had been bedfast the past eighteen months. 

 He was born October 12, 1896, at Norway, Indiana, the son of Loenzo and Catherine 

(McDonald) Reprogle.  On December 24, 1907 he was married to Alta Coppock at Lafayette, 

who survives. 

 He had lived in Monon since 1913, coming from Monticello and was a conductor on the 

Monon Railroad until his retirement in 1946.  He was a member of the Brotherhood of Railroad 

Trainmen, and a member of the Monon Methodist Church. 

 Surviving with the widow are three children, Miss Lyndal Reprogle, at home, Lucille 

Morecraft of Peru, Chester Reprogle of Richmond, and seven grandchildren. 

 Friends may call at the Stewart Funeral Home in Monon after 10 a.m. Sunday.  Funeral 

services will be there at 2 p.m. Monday, with Rev. Dale Hamilton officiating.  Burial will be in 

Riverview cemetery. 

 

October 15, 1958 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Howard Quasebarth, 48, Dies At Monon Home 
 

 Monon—Howard E. Quasebarth, 48, died in his sleep at 4:45 a.m. Tuesday at his home in 

Monon, the victim of a heart attack. 

 A lifetime Monon resident he was born Oct. 1, 1910, in Monon Township, White County, 

to Emil and Junia (Strickler) Quasebarth, and was married Feb. 26, 1931, at Kokomo, to Marie 

Walls, who survives. 

 A Monon Railroad employee for 32 years, he was a track supervisor.  The deceased was a 

member of the Monon Baptist Church, Bradford lodge No. 592 F. & A.M., the Scottish Rite at 

Indianapolis and the B. of M. of W.E. 

 Surviving with the wife are his mother, Mrs. Junia Pike, Monon; four daughters, Linda 

and Cathy-Jo, at home; Mrs. Dorothy Onken of Monon, and Mrs. Beverly Mayotte, 

Crawfordsville; seven grandchildren; a sister, Mrs. Ida Honegger, Francesville; three brothers; 

Louis, of Cedar Lake; Wilbur of Lowell, Ind.; and Don, Jack and Gene, of Monon. 

 Friends may call after 2 p.m. Wednesday at the Stewart Funeral home here, and final rites 

will be held at 2:30 p.m. Friday at the Monon Baptist Church.  The Rev. Z. Earl Vaughn, assisted 

by the Rev. Robert Vaughn, will officiate and burial with Masonic graveside rites will be held at 

Bedford cemetery. 

 The body will be taken to the church to lie in state for one hour preceding the services. 

 

October 28, 1958 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Rites Wednesday for Dale Apple, Lake Shafer Resort Owner 
 

 Monticello—Funeral services for Newby Dale Apple, Sr., 58, a Lake Shafer resort owner 

who died Sunday will be held at the smith funeral home in Carmel at 2 p.m. Wednesday. 



 Friends may call there after 10 a.m. today. 

 He was born Oct. 29, 1900 in Carmel to Henry and Lenna (Newby) Apple.  Apple and his 

wife operated Riverview Park.  He was an employee of the Monon Railroad as well. 

 He was a member of the Friends church at Carmel; the Broadripple F. & A.M. 643.  He 

was the Past High Priest of Broadripple Chapter 146, member of the York Shrine at Indianapolis, 

Murat Temple and the Murat Band.  He also belonged to the Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 

 Survivors include the wife, Valeria, two sons, Newby Dale of Cincinnati; Donald, of 

Remington; and a daughter, Marilyn Bose of Monticello.  Seven grandchildren also survive. 

 

December 4, 1958 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Eli Waymire, 76, Dies at Francesville Home, Final Services Today 

 

 Francesville—Final Rites for Eli Waymire, 76, will be at two o‟clock Thursday at the 

Querry Funeral Home.  The Rev. A.C. Speilman will officiate and burial will be in Roseland 

Cemetery.  Friends may call at the funeral home. 

 The retired Monon Railroad section worker died at his home here at 2:20 a.m. Tuesday, 

after having been ill for three weeks.  He was a member of the Christian Church. 

 Survivors are four sons and four daughters, Virgil, Lacerne; Deloss, of here; Howard, 

Remington; Robert, Hammond; Mrs. Helen Onpen, Pulaski; Mrs. Mattie Scott and Mrs. Luella 

Overton of here; Mrs. Marie Coin, Laport; 25 grandchildren; 37 great-grandchildren.  His wife, 

the former Sabria Johnson, whom he married in 1900, died in 1950. 

 

December 17, 1958 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Says Public Not Interested In Service 
 

 Indianapolis—The Monon Railroad contended today the small turnout of complaining 

citizens in a recent series of public hearings proves Indiana residents do not car if the line drops 

its passenger service. 

 In a brief filed with the Public Service Commission, Monon attorney‟s said only 80 

persons testified at the six public hearings—30 at Monticello, 18 at Hammond, 11 at 

Indianapolis, 10 at Crawfordsville, 9 at Bloomington and 2 at New Albany 

 Only about 18 of the 80 witnesses, the railroad attorney said, were regular passengers on 

the six trains that the line wants to stop running. 

 “All in all it would appear,” the Monon said, “from the field hearing that the general 

public is not as interested in the continuation of the Monon‟s passenger trains as are the 

brotherhoods.” 

 Several Monon employee unions are protesting the proposed dropping of passenger 

service. 



 Although the Monon serves eight Hoosier colleges and universities—Indiana, Purdue, 

DePauw, Wabash, St. Joseph‟s, Butler, Indiana Central and Marion—only officials of Indiana, 

DePauw and St. Joseph‟s testified at the hearings. 

 The railroad attorneys also appointed out that neither the Post Office Department nor the 

Railway Express Agency has opposed the move. 

 State Public Counselor George Diven replied it is Post Office Department policy never to 

interfere in such cases. 

 The Monon claims passenger train revenue losses over the past several years, amounting 

to $585,962 last year and about $273,000 in the first nine months of this year. 

 The line said passenger business accounts for only 7 percent of its total revenue. 

 Oral arguments in the case will be heard here by the PSC on Monday. 

 

December 22, 1958 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Raps Monon Rail Service 
 

 Indianapolis—Public Counselor Frank Harlor charged today that the Monon Railroad has 

“discouraged” potential passengers from using its facilities. 

 Harlor‟s charges came as the Public Service Commission heard final arguments on the 

railroad‟s petition to drop passenger service between Indianapolis and Chicago and between 

Louisville and Chicago. 

 He asked the PSC to deny the Monon‟s petition and said the railroad “allowed service to 

become depleted” so it could ask for  commission relief. 

 Harlor said Monon has not changed its scheduled in the past 10 years and that it removed 

dining cars from passenger runs. 

 “The commission must decide if the facilities of the Monon are adequate or if the 

potential corpse has helped to dig the grave it wishes to enter,” Harlor said. 

 Railroad attorney‟s said the Monon suffered “tremendous losses” and that the PSC has an 

“obligation” to the railroad as well as to its users. 

 

December 26, 1958 

 

Mansfield News Journal 

 

Would Drop Passengers 
 

 Indianapolis—A petition by the Monon Railroad to drop all passenger service was taken 

under consideration by the Indiana Public Service Commission. 

 Chairman John W. VanNess said it would be at least a month before the commission 

rules on the case. 

 The railroad operates two trains a day each way between Indianapolis and Chicago and 

one a day each way between Louisville and Chicago. 

 

January 2, 1959 



 

Logansport Press 

 

Monon Head Retires 
 

 Chicago—Warren W. Brown will retire Wednesday as president of the Monon Railroad, 

joining the Western Pacific Railroad here as assistant vice president. 

 The 59-year-old brown joined the Monon (formally the Chicago, Indianapolis & 

Louisville Railway Co.) in 1947 after 25 years with the Nickel Plate Road. 

 

January 16, 1959 

 

Kokomo Tribune 

 

Ask Commission To Reject Plea Of Monon Railroad 
 

 Indianapolis—A brief asking the Indiana Public Service Commission to reject the Monon 

Railroad‟s petition to discontinue all passenger service was filed Thursday. 

 Asst. Public Counselor Frank L. Harlor said Monon service is needed and the company 

had not exhausted methods of building up its revenue, including fare increases. 

 Monon asked permission to drop all six of its passenger trains, which operate between 

Indianapolis and Chicago and Louisville and Chicago.  The railroad said lack of patronage had 

caused loss of revenue. 

 

January 24, 1959 

 

Anderson Herald 

 

Monon Passengers Would Be Catastrophe 
 

 Indianapolis—Forced operation of passenger trains will only move the Monon Railroad 

nearer to financial catastrophe, railroad officials said Friday. 

 Monon spokesmen made the statement to the Indiana Public Service Commission in reply 

to the state public counselor‟s appeal that passenger service should not be dropped as the 

company has requested. 

 Company officials said a PSC order to continue the service would amount to confiscation 

of the railroad‟s property because of lost revenue. 

 “Nothing the Monon Railroad, Public Service Commission or the public counselor can do 

will put people back on the Monon trains, or make them want to ride them,” they asserted. 

 

March 26, 1959 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Delay Decision On Monon Railroad 
 



 Indianapolis—The Indiana Public Service Commission will delay a decision in the 

Monon Railroad case until early next week, a high state official said today. 

 The century-old Hoosier railroad is seeking to discontinue all passenger service in 

Indiana to put an end to financial losses incurred during the last 12 years. 

 

March 27, 1959 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Train Kills Tinner 
 

 Greencastle, Ind.—Harold Eastman, 45, Greencastle tinner, was killed Thursday when a 

Monon Railroad passenger train rammed his truck at a city crossing four blocks from the Putnam 

County Courthouse. 

 

March 29, 1959 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Councilman‟s Rites 
 

 Lafayette, Ind.—Funeral services will be held at 1:30 p.m. CST Monday for Floyd M. 

Davis, 56, Tippecanoe County Democratic chairman and city councilman.  Davis, who died 

Friday, worked 25 years for the Monon Railroad and had been General Chairman of the 

Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen since 1948. 

 

March 31, 1959 

 

Greensburg Daily News 

 

Monon Told To Continue Chicago-Louisville Runs 
 

 Indianapolis—The Indiana public service commission today ordered a compromise 

between the Monon Railroad‟s request to abandon all passenger trains and public demands to 

keep them going. 

 The commission authorized the historic “Hoosier Line” to discontinue all passenger train 

service between Indianapolis and Chicago April 10, but it ordered the railroad to continue 

existing service between Chicago and Louisville. 

 The decision came 11 months after the railroad filed its petition for relief and followed 

public hearings at Hammond, New Albany, Bloomington, Crawfordsville, Monticello and 

Indianapolis.  The hearings were heavily attended by hundreds of persons protesting the 

railroad‟s action. 

 In its decision, the PSC said a “substantial financial loss is sustained by the railroad 

because an insufficient number of revenue-producing passengers patronize it.” 

 The commission said the drop in patronage was due in part to the increasing use by the 

general public of private vehicles and use of the network of modern highways. 



 It said losses during the past eight years, charging only direct expenses against passenger 

train revenue, had ranged from a low of $306,000 to a high of $717,000 annually. 

 The PSC said areas serviced by the four trains running between Chicago and Indianapolis 

would continue to be served by the New York Central and Pennsylvania Railroads.  But it said 

that the two trains running between Chicago and Louisville provided the only rail service to 

cities in that area. 

 It pointed out that elimination of passenger service between Chicago and Louisville 

would directly affect “four of Indiana‟s leading universities—Indiana, Purdue, DePauw and 

Wabash.” 

 It said the Chicago-to-Louisville trains had sustained losses but they were not as great as 

those sustained by trains running between Chicago and Indianapolis. 

 The commission blamed the federal government for much of the Monon‟s troubles.  It 

said “passenger service is still saddled with a 10 percent tax on passenger travel, imposed during 

the second world war for the express purpose of keeping passengers off the trains in the national 

defense effort.  The tax is still there today.” 

 It said the federal government had made no effort to grant any federal income tax relief. 

 “Passenger service is in a straitjacket of a pay scale created by contract and state 

legislation, whereby wage expense is incurred without commensurate productivity,” the PSC 

said.  But the commission said the railroad “is not blameless.” 

 “Little tangible effort has been demonstrated to make passenger travel more attractive, 

excepting perhaps the purchase of a considerable amount of new equipment shortly after World 

War II,” the commission said.  “We might even speculate that some of the railroads are not 

particularly interested in maintaining passenger service but might prefer to „clear the rails‟ for 

more lucrative freight business.” 

 The PSC said that in the event the Monon wishes to discontinue passenger service in 

regard to the Chicago-to-Louisville line, such proceedings may be instituted. 

 

March 31, 1959 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

Monon Ruling Last By PSC With VanNess 
 

 Indianapolis—The Indiana Public Service Commission today allowed the Monon 

Railroad to drop four of its six daily passenger trains because of consistent revenue losses. 

 As of April 10, the Monon will be permitted to stop running its four daily trains between 

Chicago and Indianapolis. 

 However, the line will be required to continue service with its two trains per day 

operating between Chicago and New Albany. 

 The Monon had requested to drop all six trains and get out of the passenger business 

entirely.  Today‟s compromise ruling came from a special PSC meeting just before Chairman 

John W. VanNess of Valparaiso stepped down to take a job with Midwest Steel Corp. 

 “We found there is a much greater need for passenger service between Chicago and 

Louisville than between Chicago and Indianapolis,” VanNess said. 



 “There is adequate transportation on other railroads and on buses from Chicago to here, 

but in many places on the west leg of the Monon, a person would have to go to Indianapolis first 

in order to travel north to south.” 

 VanNess, who is leaving the PSC Monday, also said the commission found passenger 

revenue on the Chicago-Louisville route was much greater than on the Chicago-Indianapolis 

branch. 

 The east and west legs of the Monon split at the town of Monon in White County. 

 Losing passenger service as of April 10 will be the communities of Monticello, Delphi, 

Rossville, Frankfort and Indianapolis. 

 The daily round trip between Chicago and Louisville still will serve Lafayette, 

Crawfordsville, Greencastle, Bloomington, Bedford, Salem and New Albany. 

 The ruling from the three-member commission was unanimous.  It was written by 

Republican Leslie Duvall and concurred in by VanNess and Democrat Ira Haymaker. 

 

April 7, 1959 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Rehearing Request Is Being Considered 
 

 Indianapolis—Public Counselor George L. Diven today was considering a request for a 

rehearing on a Public Service Commission order allowing the Monon Railroad to drop 

Indianapolis-Chicago passenger service. 

 Diven said he has received strong protests, many of them from the Monticello area. 

 “These protests indicate there is a lot of evidence the commission didn‟t hear before it 

voted to discontinue the trains,” Diven said. 

 

April 7, 1959 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Protest Monon Action; Seek New Hearing 
 

 Indianapolis—The Indiana Public Service Commission said Monday it has been 

swamped with telegrams from persons protesting an authorization given the Monon Railroad to 

drop passenger service between Chicago and Indianapolis. 

 Public Counselor George Diven said he plans to ask the PSC to reconsider its order. 

 “These protests indicate there is a lot of evidence the commission didn‟t hear before it 

voted to discontinue the passenger train service,” he said. 

 Diven said some of the complaints have come from Monticello where residents claim 

they have been left without train service to Indianapolis and Chicago.  He said some complained 

they “don‟t even have bus service.” 

 The Indiana Legislative Committee of the Railroad Brotherhood also has joined the fight 

for a rehearing. 



 The railroad was ordered to continue its Chicago-Louisville runs.  The PSC granted 

permission to pull off the Chicago-Indianapolis runs Friday, but railroad officials were uncertain 

when they would drop them. 

 

April 9, 1959 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

New Bid To Save Monon Rail Service 
 

 Indianapolis—Public Counselor George Diven today made an 11
th

 hour attempt to have 

the Monon Railroad continue passenger train service between Indianapolis and Chicago. 

 Diven filed a petition with the Indiana Public Service Commission asking that it 

reconsider a recent order authorizing the “Hoosier Line” to end twice daily trips between 

Chicago and Indianapolis effective at midnight. 

 Diven asked the PSC to suspend the effective date until it had an opportunity to 

reconsider further evidence.  He said he “doubts very much” whether the commission could act 

on the matter in time, but said he was “hopeful” the railroad would be ordered to resume service 

at a future date. 

 The commission on March 31 authorized the railroad to discontinue round trips of the 

crack “Hoosier” and “Tippecanoe” because of what the railroad called “excessive financial 

losses.” 

 The PSC decision did not affect the daily round trip of the “Thoroughbred” between 

Chicago and Louisville and did not apply to freight service which will continue as before. 

 The Chicago-to-Indianapolis run took passengers through Lake, Newton, Jasper, White, 

Carroll, Clinton, Boon, Hamilton and Marion Counties.  The Chicago-Louisville run follows the 

same tracks as far as Monon, north of Monticello, and then branches off to run through 

Tippecanoe, Montgomery, Putnam, Owen, Monroe, Lawrence and Floyd Counties. 

 Monon, which is Pottawatomi Indian for “swift running,” owns no track in any other 

state.  The short trip between Hammond and Chicago is done on tracks leased from the Chicago 

and Western Indiana Railroad and the run between New Albany and Louisville is made on tracks 

owned by the Kentucky & Indiana Terminal Railroad Co. 

 The Monon celebrated its 100
th

 birthday anniversary in 1947. 

 In 1954, Sen. Homer E. Capehart took part in ceremonies commemorating completion of 

the first rail route across Indiana more than 100 years earlier.  Capehart drove a golden spike at 

the spot near Greencastle where the last spike was driven to finish the railroad. 

 “The Monon is more a part of Hoosierdom than the Wabash river,” he said at that time. 

 In its golden years, 14 passenger trains operated daily between Chicago and Louisville 

and eight between Chicago and Indianapolis.  The line boasted of its sleeping car service on the 

Indianapolis-Chicago run and its dining car cuisine was rated among the finest of any line in the 

nation. 

 But the line, formerly called the Chicago, Indianapolis & Louisville Railroad ran into 

hard times and went into bankruptcy in the early 1940s. 

 Then President John W. Barriger did everything in his power to rejuvenate the faltering 

passenger revenue.  In 1946 he bought 28 air conditioned army hospital trains from the 

government and had them converted into coaches, parlor cars and dining lounges. 



 A year later he said “our own passenger potential is one of the bright spots on the Monon 

horizon.” 

 But despite Barriger‟s prediction, the railroad continued to lose passengers.  Revenues 

fell from more than 1 ½ million dollars annually to $778,000 during a 10 year period. 

 The handwriting was on the wall and the Monon petitioned the PSC for relief. 

 “The passenger service has always been a loss,” Monon secretary general solicitor John 

Goodrich said. “But times were good until recently.  Then came the recession we‟ve been 

experiencing and the passenger service was one glaring expense the board of directors couldn‟t 

pass up much longer. 

 

April 10, 1959 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Last Passenger Is Run By Monon 
 

 Indiana towns from Indianapolis to Monticello had their last look at a Monon Railroad 

Passenger train Thursday. 

 The passing of the Monon was both a little sad and a little unnoticed.  There was no 

ceremony and no farewell.  The dieselized iron horse was being allowed to die quietly. 

 The Monon, seeking to drop all passenger service because of financial loss, was given 

authority by the Public Service Commission to discontinue service between Chicago and 

Indianapolis. 

 The Monon must continue service between Chicago and Louisville, Ky.  The two lines 

diverge at the town of Monon. 

 Identified as the Hoosier Line, the Monon operates entirely in Indiana except for 

terminals in Chicago and Louisville. 

 

April 30, 1959 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Hoosier Passenger Trains Are Heading Down Short Track To Oblivion 
 

 Indianapolis—Hoosier passenger trains are highballing down a short track to oblivion. 

 Such famed monuments to another era as The Booth Tarkington, The Midwesterner, The 

Hoosier, The Thoroughbred and the Tippecanoe long since have made their last runs. 

 The few remaining passenger trains apparently are heading for the same graveyard. 

 “In 10 years I doubt if there‟ll be any passenger trains,” C.G. Magruder, former 

Pennsylvania Railroad regional manager, prophesied recently. 

 Unless the Indiana Public Service Commission halts the present trend, the end may come 

even sooner. 

 The PSC has authorized discontinuance of 96 passenger trains in Indiana within the last 

year and a total of 233 since 1945, according to figures compiled by the Railroad Brotherhood. 



 The situation is particularly distressing in Indiana, which once laid claim to the best 

passenger network in America.  Scores of speeding trains criss-crossed the state and the sight of 

a crack express highballing through the night was a familiar to every Hoosier. 

 But the suddenness with which the passenger train is dropping from sight was 

dramatically brought to light March 31 when the PSC authorized the Monon Railroad to 

discontinue all passenger service between Indianapolis and Chicago.  Three days later, the South 

Shore Railroad was authorized to cut in half its weekend commuter trains running between 

Chicago and Northern Indiana cities and scarcely another two weeks had gone by when the 

commission gave the Pennsylvania Railroad permission to drop one of its two daily passenger 

runs between Indianapolis and Louisville. 

 A few days earlier, the PSC took under advisement a New York Central Railroad petition 

for authority to end all service between Chicago and Cincinnati, a move that would seriously cut 

or eliminate service to Fowler, Lafayette, Lebanon, Indianapolis, Shelbyville, Greensburg and 

Batesville and would end all railroad service to some communities after 100 years of service. 

 The NYC has a pending petition to drop two trains running through Indianapolis, Muncie 

and Anderson and another seeking discontinuance of a pair of trains running between 

Indianapolis and Bellefontaine, Ohio, with stops at Anderson, Muncie, Winchester and Union 

City.  The Pennsylvania Railroad has asked for permission to end four of 10 trains running 

through Indiana between St. Louis and Columbus, Ohio.  Also up for PSC consideration is 

another NYC petition asking for permission to drop the remaining four trains running from St. 

Louis to Indianapolis. 

 In each case, the petitions are filled with such phrases as “mounting losses,” “financial 

distress,” “loss of passenger revenues,” “Economically unsound” and “considerable losses.” 

 The railroads put the major blame for loss of passengers on acceptance of the automobile 

and warn that the new system of superhighways now being built will be a serious blow.  They 

also contend that bus lines and airlines have cut into their profits. 

 Those who oppose elimination of rail service contend that railroads have actively 

discouraged passenger business in order to take full advantage of the lucrative freight business. 

 Robert S. Webb, new chairman of the PSC, said his commission “must decide each case 

on its own merit.” 

 “If the evidence is in favor of the railroads, the policy of the commission is to take off the 

trains,” he said. 

 Only this week, Governor Handley sent a telegram to President Eisenhower asking him to 

urge Congress to repeal a federal excise tax on transportation which, he said “handicapped and 

discouraged” railroad passenger business.  Railroad spokesmen have blamed the tax, in part, for 

their plight.  They contend the tax was imposed to curtail civilian travel in wartime, when trains 

were needed for troop movements. 

 A partial chronology of railroad and PSC decisions within the last three years indicates 

the seriousness of the situation and reveals the deterioration of passenger service since the first 

horse-drawn rail car made its initial run between Lawrenceburg and Indianapolis in 1834. 

 March 10, 1956—NYC cancels all special and excursion passenger train service. 

 May 25, 1956—Pennsylvania Railroad authorized to drop two trains running through 

Indianapolis from New York to St. Louis. 

 June 10, 1956—Pennsylvania railroad drops two-thirds of its Louisville-Indianapolis-

Chicago runs because of a steel strike. 



 October 23, 1957—Baltimore & Ohio drops a train operating in Indiana between 

Cincinnati and Vincennes. 

 November 8, 1957—NYC discontinues the second section of its Cleveland Special 

running through Indianapolis to St. Louis. 

 April 11, 1958—Pennsylvania Railroad drops its one-coach train from Louisville to 

Indianapolis.  The train made northbound trips only 10 days of the month. 

 May 15, 1958—Pennsylvania Railroad discontinues two trains between Indianapolis and 

Logansport. 

 May 24, 1958—NYC and Pennsylvania Railroad split the daily run from Louisville to 

Chicago, with the NYC taking the northern half and the Pennsy the southern half. 

 May 29, 1958—NYC cuts from 40 to 24 the number of cars running to the Indianapolis 

Speedway for the Memorial Day race. 

 June 6, 1958—NYC cuts in half its daily passenger train service between Indianapolis 

and St. Louis.  Later renewed its plea to drop the other four. 

 September 19, 1958—Nickel Plate Railroad drops two passenger trains running between 

Cleveland and St. Louis with stops at Muncie and Frankfort. 

 September 19, 1958—Baltimore & Ohio Railroad discontinues two of four runs between 

North Vernon and Louisville. 

 September 20, 1958—NYC discontinues famed Booth Tarkington and Midwesterner 

after Illinois PSC grants permission.  The Indiana PSC earlier authorized the line to drop the 

Chicago-to-Cincinnati run which served Batesville, Greensburg, Shelbyville, Indianapolis and 

Lafayette. 

 October 24, 1958—B & O drops two trains running between Chicago and Washington by 

way of Garrett, Nappanee, Lapaz and Gary. 

 December 31, 1958—NYC ends a train running from Cleveland to Chicago with stops at 

Waterloo, Elkhart, South Bend, LaPorte and Gary. 

 March 31, 1959—Monon Railroad drops service between Indianapolis and Chicago.  

PSC orders it to continue runs between Chicago and Louisville. 

 April 3, 1959—South Shore Railroad cuts back commuter trains from half-hourly to 

hourly service on weekends.  Drops 21 electric trains on Saturday and 29 on Sunday running 

from Gary and Michigan City to Chicago. 

 April 17, 1959—Pennsylvania Railroad discontinues one of two daily trains running 

between Indianapolis and Louisville with stops at Edinburg, Columbus, Seymour, Scottsburg and 

Jeffersonville. 

 

May 6, 1959 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Killed By Monon Freight At Crossing 
 

 Washington, Ind.—Charles O. Robertson, about 80, Campbellsburg, was killed Tuesday 

by a Monon Railroad freight train at a crossing in Campbellsburg.  Authorities said Robertson 

was hard of hearing and apparently did not know the train was approaching. 

 

May 10, 1959 



 

Anderson Herald 

 

Rail Request Denied 
 

 Indianapolis—The Indiana Public Service Commission Friday denied the New York 

Central Railroad‟s petition to discontinue its agency at Jamestown, while authorizing the NYC 

and Monon Railroad to discontinue their joint agency at Otis. 

 

May 25, 1959 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

PSC Uphold Ruling 
 

 Indianapolis—An effort to restore Monon Railroad passenger service between 

Indianapolis and Chicago failed Friday.  The Indiana Public Service Commission refused to 

change its ruling which authorized the railroad to drop six passenger trains between the two 

cities. 

 

July 23, 1959 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Use Old Car For Temporary Monon Depot At Lafayette 
 

 Lafayette, Ind.—Modes of travel usually pass from the scene when their days of 

usefulness have ended.  Old horses are shot, old autos are junked, old ships are converted into 

scrap. 

 But old railroad cars sometimes get a new lease on life—at least when they‟re owned by 

the Monon Railroad.  Two antiquated models have been converted into a station for passenger, 

mail and express service in the Lafayette area. 

 The railroad resorted to the cars after its old station was sold July 1. 

 Officials say the cars are temporary and will be replaced by a regular station to be built 

early next year at the latest. 

 

August 26, 1959 

 

Vidette Messenger 

 

11 Killed In Indiana In 2 Days (Excerpt) 

 

 Orval R. Harless, 59, West Lafayette, a Monon Railroad conductor, was killed when he 

drove his car in front of a truck o the US 52 bypass at the east edge of Lafayette. 

 

August 30, 1959 



 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

5 Names To Traffic Toll For Weekend (Excerpt) 

 

 Milford Herman Eggerding, 43, Valparaiso, was injured fatally Saturday when his car 

was struck by a Monon Railroad freight train at a crossing near Westville in LaPorte County. 

 Police said Eggerding evidently didn‟t see the train in time to avoid skidding onto the 

tracks.  His auto skidded 107 feet before it was struck by the train‟s engine. 

 

September 19, 1959 

 

Anderson Daily Bulletin 

 

Student Is Killed 
 

 Bloomington, Ind.—Haskins A. Hatcher, 23, Indianapolis, an Indiana University 

graduate student, was killed late Friday night while apparently trying to hop a Monon railroad 

freight train. 

 

September 23, 1959 

 

Hammond Times 

 

State Masonic Leaders In Hammond Friday 
 

 Several Indiana Masonic leaders will be aboard a special Monon Railroad passenger train 

when it arrives at the Fayette street yards in Hammond for a special Masonic ceremony Friday 

night. 

 The train will include 80 passengers, among them officers of the Lafayette Lodge 123, 

the crack Monon degree team and Monon Railroad officials from Lafayette and Bloomington. 

 At the Hammond Masonic Temple during the evening, Larry Dunn, worshipful master of 

Garfield Masonic Lodge will confer the master mason degree on Harvey Clayton, an engineer 

for the Monon at South Hammond.  Thomas L. Clayton, a retired Monon Railroad engineer at 

South Hammond, now residing in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., will be present to see his son, Harvey, 

become a Mason.  Harry J. Van Valkenburg, a conductor for the Monon at South Hammond, is 

chairman of arrangements for the evening. 

 The Monon Railroad is furnishing all equipment for the special excursion to Hammond, 

with the train crew contributing the time for the jaunt, from Lafayette to Hammond. 

 The delegation from Lafayette will be headed by Dr. H.E. Bonnett Jr., worshipful master, 

who will be accompanied by Frank D. Hall, secretary, and Walter L. Martin, director of the 

Monon Railroad degree team. 

 B.R. Franks, division trainmaster, said the railroad officials in the group will include F.R. 

Hyer, superintendent at Lafayette; J.H. Cameron, Lafayette general passenger agent; W.H. 

Vaught, Lafayette, trainmaster.  From Bloomington will be J.V. Cole, trainmaster there. 



 The remainder of the group will include W.J. Hayes and J.B. Conn, road fireman of 

engines at Lafayette; J.F. McNary, assistant director of purchase and stores; F.L. Stewart, general 

storekeeper; M.P. Anderson, chief engineer; L.E. Allen, general roadmaster; C.R. Williams, 

supervisor of signal construction; D.H. Steiner, superintendent of signals and communications; 

E.E. Kauffman, general mechanical assistant; Cristie Fisher, general foreman car shops; C.D. 

Haner, supervisor of diesel locomotives; Harry F. Flack, chief special agent and Kenneth T. 

Bowman, captain of police. 

 Among the retired railroad officials making the trip will be the following from Lafayette; 

 C.C. Shoulty and G.H. Kern, retired superintendents; D.H. Dietrich, assistant 

superintendent; G.B. Patton, general claims attorney; H.J. Molker, superintendent of car service; 

and M.E. Strother, director of personnel. 

 The crew will include Ray Tudor, engineer and Howard Hamilton, conductor. 

 

September 25, 1959 

 

Hammond Times 

 

John E. McCartin Of Lansing Dies 
 

 Lansing—John E. McCartin, 77, Lansing, died Thursday in Our Lady of Mercy Hospital, 

Dyer.  He was a retired Monon Railroad yardmaster and a resident of the Calumet Region 

virtually his entire life. 

 Services will be held Saturday at 10:30 a.m. in the Schroder Funeral Home and at 11 a.m. 

in St. Thomas More Church, Munster, with the Rev. Robert Weis singing the mass.  Burial will 

be in Ridgelawn Cemetery.  Friends may call at the funeral home after 7 p.m. today. 

 Mr. McCartin is survived by his widow, Helen; a daughter, Mrs. Carl A. Kleihege of 

Hammond and two sons, Harold of Lansing and John of Minneapolis, Minn.; four grandchildren 

and five great-grandchildren. 

 

September 25, 1959 

 

Logansport Pharos Tribune 

 

Wet Roads Cause 2 Fatalities (Excerpt) 

 

 Philip Joseph Kratz, 49, Evansville, was killed Saturday when his car struck a Monon 

Railroad freight train at an Indiana 14 crossing near Medaryville. 

 

November 27, 1959 

 

Logansport Press 

 

Freight Wreck Near Lafayette 
 



Lafayette, Ind.—Emergency Monon Railroad crew spent most of Thanksgiving trying to cleanup 

wreckage left when 30 loaded coal cars left the track and smashed into a grain elevator seven 

miles north of here. 

 The 30 cars jumped the track Wednesday night and crashed into the Lapham Grain & 

Feed Co. in South Raub, leaving a mixture of spilled coal and corn and soybeans, a badly 

damaged elevator, torn up track and 30 damaged cars. 

 Railroad officials estimated at least $400,000 damage to railroad equipment, and owner 

Richard P. Lapham said it would take at least $50,000 to repair his elevator. 

 The chain reaction ripped up tracks, overturned the cars and poked “holes big enough to 

drive a truck through” in the side of the elevator, said Lapham. 

 Monon officials blamed the derailment on faulty “truck wheels” on the fifth car behind 3 

diesel units.  All but 10 cars, five ahead of the faulty truck wheels and five at the rear of thr train, 

jumped the tracks.  Some of the cars traveled 500 feet before overturning. 

 In spite of crews working Thanksgiving, officials said it would probably take three days 

before the tracks can be used again. 

 

November 29, 1959 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Girl‟s Spunk Opens Eyes Of St. Nick 
 

 Seven-year-old Agnes Ferris came to “see” Santa Claus when he arrived in Hammond 

this weekend. 

 As Santa‟s train rolled to a stop on the Monon tracks between Sibley and State streets 

Friday, a broad smile spread across Agnes‟ face. 

 The other children glanced about her clapping their hands and squealing with glee for the 

jolly old fellow dressed in his traditional red suit.  But Agnes merely stood there smiling, with 

her mother, Mrs. Stanley Ferris, standing behind her. 

 Then the children stopped their shouting, Santa stepped off the train and walked toward 

Agnes and her mother. 

 The little girl reached up and felt Santa‟s white beard.  She ran her fingers across his red 

suit, and reached down to touch his boots. 

 Santa put his hands on her shoulders and asked her if she was a good girl.  She said she 

was. 

 Santa, portrayed by Parnell Brennan of the Hammond Civic Little Theater, turned back 

toward his train and said; “This has been worth a hundred curtain calls.” 

 What‟s so unusual about a little girl coming to visit Santa?  Nothing, except that Agnes is 

blind. 

 

Lowell Man, In Car-Train Crash, Dies 
 

 Lowell—Albert Dean Wedding, 23, of Lowell, died Saturday at Mercy Hospital, Gary, 

from injuries suffered Nov. 20 in a train-car collision in Lowell.  He was Lake County‟s 76
th

 

traffic victim this year and the first 1959 traffic death in Lowell. 



 Wedding‟s car was struck by a Monon Railroad freight train at the railroad‟s crossing on 

West Main Street in Lowell.  The auto was knocked 50 feet. 

 Ray Tudor, 54, Lafayette, the engineer, had estimated the train‟s speed between 45 and 

55 miles per hour at the time of collision.  Police were unable to obtain an account of the 

accident from Wedding after the crash. 

 

December 15, 1959 

 

Hammond Times 

 

Obit 
 

 John William Smith, 79, of Hammond, died Monday at St. Margaret Hospital. 

 Surviving are his wife, Anna; two daughters, Mrs. Mable Pruce of Hammond and Mrs. 

Mary Jane Kiekenapp of Calumet City; one son, Samuel of Three Rivers, Mich., nine 

grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. 

 Funeral services will be held at Emmerling Funeral Chapel, Hammond, on Wednesday at 

2 p.m. with Dr. C.T. Alexander officiating.  Burial will be in Chapel Lawn Memorial Gardens, 

Schererville. 

 A Hammond resident for 35 years, he was a retired gateman for the Monon Railroad at 

the Hohman Ave. crossing.  Mr. Smith was a member of the Methodist Church and Brotherhood 

of Railway Trainmen.  Before coming to Hammond he operated a livery and later a taxi business 

in Savannah, Ill.  His son Samuel is the mayor of Three Rivers. 

 

December 19, 1959 

 

Logansport Press 

 

(No title…Included in an obit for some reason. KG) 

 

 Thieves tried but failed to break into the safe in the office at the Monticello Monon 

Railroad depot some time Thursday night, City Police Chief Lawrence H. Kraud reported.  

Nothing was reported missing.  Capt. Kenneth Bowman of the railroad police department is 

investigating. 

 

December 21, 1959 

 

Bridgeport Post 

 

From the financial news section 
 

 Monon Railroad; 11-month net loss of $2,470 vs. a net of $32,032 (or 92,032) 

 

 


